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Next meeting dates & guest
speakers:

Nov 21*
Finding information about our ancestors’
school days from a variety of unusual
sources. Felltimber Community Centre

Howard Jones:

Dec 12th Christmas breakup - 12.00.
For 12..30 Lunch at the Albury Golf Club.
RSVP required.

Jan 16: Members Show and Tell. Bring
a precious item and share the history or
share something you have discovered.

Research area:

The WFHS Research Area is open at
Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery for
members and visitors on:- Tuesdays —
1pm to 4pm; Wednesday and Thursdays —
11am to 3pm

PLEASE NOTE: The Research area is
closed from Thursday 14th December —
16t January.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: New members -
Joining fee $10.00 plus $30 membership
fee Annual Membership- $30.00 Part-
year membership -(join between 1st April
- 30th June) $10.00 plus joining fee.
Research request - $40.00 or $5.00 for
simple check of the WFHS records. Full
transcripts of Unrelated Certificates
$6.00 each.

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept
any responsibility for opinions or accuracy of
information contained in this newsletter.
Information is reproduced for information
and educational purposes.

ISSN 1327-3167
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Society News - Presidents Report
Hello Everybody,

It seems no time since the November newsletter of 2022. It has been a
very busy year, and | am very thankful to all who have contributed to the
running of our activities and working towards making our Society a
relevant family history and research organisation. | trust you received an
update of our activities after the AGM and were impressed too. A very big
welcome to our new secretary, lan Smith and Vince Aitkin to our
committee. The day out at Corowa was very special for me as Janette,
Alice and the Corowa Museum members showcased the Squires family as
a special treat. They had gone to the trouble of having a display at the
Museum and the walk at the Old Cemetery (now called the Pioneer
cemetery) took us to a number of my family’s graves. It was a wonderful
surprise and | felt extra special.

2024 -with Christmas just around the corner we have been looking at plans for
next year. One suggestion is to have a special interest activity on the first
Saturday of the month at Hyphen where a group of interested members can
learn more and share ideas about a particular topic. As the variety of material
available for our hobby continues to grow, we know about it. Sometimes | feel
that we would be more willing to embrace these new ideas if we chatted
about them and actually used the material rather than take home ideas and
then not try them out. If you have an idea for a mini workshop, then please let
us know. Mini workshops give us the opportunity to learn more in-depth and
try out the new skills.

Howard Jones, our guest speaker for the November meeting is celebrating a
wonderful milestone — the completion of thirty books! What an achievement!
Hopefully you will get to enjoy his talk and congratulate himself at the next
meeting.

The December meeting is our Christmas lunch at the Albury Golf club on
Tuesday, 12th December and it would be lovely to see you there. Remember
to bring along a Kris Kringle gift. . Full details are on page 2

On behalf of the Committee, | wish you a very happy Christmas and may next
year bring you good health and many blessings, including solving a brick wall
or two.

Regards Pat
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President and Projects Officer:

Pat Hopkins

Vice President and program co-
ordinator:

Janette Griggs

Secretary & Public Officer: lan Smith
Treasurer: Sue Jarvis

Librarian: Christine Young
Fundraising: Pamela Nulty

Publicity and promotions: Ann Kerin

Research Officer & GSV
representative: Alice Lindsay

VAFHO representative: Ann Kerin
New members: Alice Lindsay
Newsletter Editor: Maureen Cuskelly
Committee member: Vince Aitkin
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

4 Access to all the resources in the
Society’s library.

4 Quarterly newsletter

4+ Access to other family history news
through shared newsletters from other
family history groups

4 Monthly meetings with family history
tips, news and guest speakers

4 Contact with other family historians,
researchers and members who share your
interest in family history

CONTACTING US
Wodonga Family History Society Inc.
PO Box 289, Wodonga, Vic 3689
Website and links:
www.wodongafamilyhistory.org
www.facebook.com/ WodongaFamilyHistory/
secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
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PROJECT report - Pat Hopkins

The idea of having a special interest group meet on the first Saturday of
each month is something | feel very strongly about. The sort of topics |
think could be considered include

e getting more from FamilySearch and Ancestry;

e sharing ideas about DNA;

e getting hands on experience with Family Tree Maker;

e reading old handwriting especially in parish records and wills;

e Trove, et cetera.

e writing the family story

Your ideas would be very welcome especially if you have a need to
learn more or have expertise in a certain area and are willing to share.
| think we could look at the two big items we have available to us at
Hyphen viz FamilySearch and Ancestry and look at the ‘hidden’ gems
they both have to offer for 3rd February at 10.30am at Hyphen. Please
consider this offer and express your interest with our secretary.

At the DNA workshop we were reminded that not everything you find
on the internet will be there for ever. The advice given is to copy the
information to your computer and make hard copies if necessary.
Remember to add the reference and date for future reference. Another
suggestion is if you cannot find the file after a number of years try the
Internet which has a genealogy collection. See: Archives at
https:archive.org

2023 Christmas Meeting — Annual Christmas Party

All members and guests invited.

WHEN: Tuesday 12" December
WHERE: Albury Golf Club. North Street, Albury
TIME: 12 noon for 12.30 Lunch
RSVP: 2" December

TOBOOK: Phone 0493 612 797

Email: secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au

Meals and drinks at own expense.

Kris Kringle gift: Please bring a gift to the value of $10 or under but it must
be related to, or can be used for ‘Family History purposes’.

VALY
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Program Report - Highlights of past
program activities - Janette Griggs

AUGUST monthly meeting — Spotlight on
Cemeteries, Ann Kerin ran an interesting
panel with Beth Laverick, Jan Parker; they
answered and outlined information about
Victorian Cemeteries, gravesites and
legislation.

Writing Workshop - Delivered by Jenni
Lannen and Claire Nevin See summary
pages 5-6.

SEPTEMBER Monthly Meeting - guest
speaker Margie Wehner from Jindera
Pioneer Museum spoke about skills and
crafts that have been lost over time.
Especially interesting was
Margie’s personal account of
her family involvement in
blacksmithing in Jindera. Her
series of museum photos
gave her talk some life and
added interest.

Big Day Out - Browns Plains
- A large crowd enjoyed
wonderful weather and
some fabulous history from this area.
Barbara Baxter gave us an up close and
personal account of the renovation taking
place at the Farmers Arms Hotel. Mr Fisher
spoke about the Browns Plains School site
and the background to the Avenue of
Honour memorial. Lunch was held in the
grounds of the Browns Plains Church were
Alice Lindsay recreated some nostalgia
from Sunday School Picnic activities. At the
end of the day, we were welcomed at The
Hermitage homestead and enjoyed
hearing some history of its background.

OCTOBER Monthly Meeting - Guest
speaker Professor Melanie Oppenheimer
spoke about the involvement and history

Borderline News
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of Red Cross and some of the
programmes Red Cross had been
involved with in post war periods. These
included services at hospitals, war
injured, children, the mentally ill and
supporting those affected by disasters.
The historical details of Red Cross
Melanie spoke about fitted nicely with our
earlier theme of “Our Wonderful Women”
and the important roles women played in
Red Cross programs.

Big Day Out - Corowa Calling Our Corowa
day out started at the Old Corowa Train
Station. We followed the famous Shearing
the Rams trail, visited the Corowa Pioneer
Museum and during lunch at the Museum
Robyn Sharman-Hawking told her story of
using DNA, she discovered she was
connected to Jim Coffey
the main shearer in the
Tom Roberts painting,
we also had a great
cemetery walk at the
Pioneer Cemetery,
Corowa which paid
tribute to our president
Pat Hopkins Corowa
Family - Squires. The day
was a huge success which was largely due
to the support of Heather Hall and Lesley
New from the Federation Museum,
Meredith Mitchell from Landcare, and
Robyn Sharman-Hawking.

DNA Workshop - Annette Delaney from
Bendigo Family History Group showed us
how to best use DNA in our Family History
Research. Annette was accompanied by 3
of her Bendigo colleagues. The workshop
outlined the basics of how DNA works, why
we should test and how to use the results.
On Sunday time was spent refreshing DNA
trees, uploading DNA data to Gedcom and
learning how to best use our shared
matches.

Newsletter of the WFHS 3



Librarian’s notes - new books for WFHS

e 3747 019 The Peculiar Strangers by Vivienne
McWaters. 350 pages and contains an index.
The book is about the Chinese people who
came to find gold; some of them settled in
North East Victoria.

e AUS 061 Shallow Gold Occurrences in
Eastern Victoria - A research report [2nd
edition] compiled by Luke Steenhuis. 78 pages
with index. This report covers areas east of
Heathcote from approx. 1857 to the 1900’s.

e GEN 025 Ghost Towns of the High Country
[2nd edition] 244 pages with index
The book features 60 former Victorian towns
and wayside places from Bairnsdale to Bright.
It provides maps, stories and many names of
residents of these places.
e Please note the last Research Day for
2023 will be Thursday 14th December.
e The reopening date is Tuesday 16th
January 2024.

Christine Young, WFHS Librarian

J— —

Fundraising Update
Greetings WFHS Members,

The Barbecue at Bunnings in September was
highly successful. We made an excellent profit
of $1375.65. Many thanks to everyone who
helped.

Pre-Christmas Plant Sale

Warren Embury continues to grow and tender
many indoor and outdoor plants at his house.
There will be a sale in aid of the Family History
Society on Saturday morning 9th December at
27 Wiltshire Cres. Wodonga. There will be a
variety of plants at very reasonable prices for
your garden, inside your house or as lovely
Christmas presents. Come along to see what is
available and invite your friends.

Anyone interested to help with the plant sale
can contact me at:- nultyp@exemail.com.au

Best wishes, Pam Nulty, Fundraising Co-
ordinator

Borderline News

Family historians’ legal obligations

You may not be aware but our Society has a
legal obligation to deposit our newsletters into
the national database scheme - National E-
Deposit (NED)- housed at the National Library.
Our Society has been doing this since its
inception. All books and newsletters published
are preserved in this way. The library does not
self-select what to store; as Dr Marie-Louise
Ayres explained this is because it is the core
mechanism for recording ‘national identity as
it unfolds’. As a result, the collection is
comprehensive and does not just reflect what
is considered worthy or socially accepatble at
the time.

As the newsletter editor | attended a National
E-deposit scheme workshop (on-line) for
editors and publishers. | asked the convenors
whether an individual who writes and
distributes their personal stories to family and
friends are legally required to deposit a copy
with the National Library. Their response:

e Legal deposit not required for personal
publications

¢ Not legally required as it is ‘out of
scope’ although these micro-histories
are considered significant pieces of
history.

e Anindividaul may choose to deposit
the story if it is okay with the family

e Once deposited it is for public viewing

Maureen Cuskelly

|

Society of Australian Genealogists
Provide a "Shut Up & Write" online session to
support anyone with a family history writing
project. Hosted by SAG CEO Ruth Graham, they
will put you through three to four 25 minute
sessions of writing, short breaks and then a
final discussion on your achievements across
the group. This is not a course but a peer
support session - you need to come to the
meeting with your own writing tasks to do for
yourself. 11 November 3.00-5.00 pm via Zoom:
https://www.sag.org.au/events

Newsletter of the WFHS 4
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Writing skills -Writing the Family Story
Maureen Cuskelly

Members of the WFHS enjoyed a two-day
workshop delivered by Jenni Lannen and Claire
Nevin on writing the family story. The
presenters demonstrated ways to remember,
record and tell the family story. While the
workshop focused on writing our own story,
autobiography or memoir the tips and
exercises can be adapted readily to write the
story of our ancestors. The following is a brief
overview of the workshop.

Tip 1: Getting started - first consider:

WHY write? What is your purpose?

WHO are you writing for?

WHAT are you prepared to share?

WHEN and WHERE are you looking to set your
story?

HOW?

Here are some take home tips from the
workshop to get you excited:

Exercise 1: Pick out what is important to you
and write your story in TEN words. Here are a
few examples from the workshop:

Siblings. Yackandandah. Beach. Travel. Learn.
Teach. Settle. Dogs. Home. Happy. (Claire)

Eldest. Nurse. Divorced. Travelled. Country.
Nature. Family. (Alice)

Sisters. Orphanage. Family found. Family lost.
Father found. Family story. (Maureen)

Once you have settled on your ten words you
can use them as a guide, a theme or a chapter
heading in your book.

Tip 2: Building the story

Jenni pointed out that Ten Words tends to be
list; alternately you could write a ten or
25word statement which would be more
descriptive and could set the theme for your
story. Have a look at an example provided by
Janette:

‘My family say | am a chip off the old block’

Borderline News
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Doesn’t that make you want to delve more
into her family story?

Tip 3: How to begin

The presenters suggested you think about how to
hook your audience. Think about a sizzling first
sentence. They showed us examples from
numbers of authors:

“I was born dying’ Mike Willesee

‘SHIT! What a year! John Farnham told
listeners at the Sydney Sheraton.

Exercise 2: | remember when...... This exercise
encourages you to draw on your memory bank
and add details to your memories. See the
example below completed by Alice:-

‘I remembered that Dad's new work socks were
our Christmas Stockings, filled with cherries,
apricots, nuts and coloured pencils. Christmas
Eve was always special to me. Once my sister,
brothers and | had a sleep, we were woken up
to attend Midnight Mass in town. The scent of
the incense, the glow of the candles and the
sound of Christmas Carols sung in the
cathedral, is always a memory | recall every
Christmas’.

Tip 3: show, don’t tell.

Jenni gave examples of how to add adjectives,
metaphors similes and dialogue to replace ‘the
boring’ and show how the person is feeling
rather than tell the reader.

Tip 4: Techniques for adding interest

Jenni suggested using an online word bank, a
thesaurus or searching Google for adjectives to
describe people, emotions, hot weather, and
events. ‘Google is your friend when writing
and researching words and descriptions’ (
Jenni Lannen).

Further reading:

Jen McVeity: Seven Steps to writing success.
Carol Baxter: Writing and Publishing Gripping
Family Histories www.carolbaxter.com
Thesaurus.com https.//thesaurus.com
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Research skills - Genealogy and DNA
Maureen Cuskelly

Are you thinking about using DNA in your
research but still wondering what
Centimorgans (cMs) are all about? Simply put,
a Centimorgan is a measure of (genetic)
difference between you and someone else
similar to how a ruler shows there is distance
between numbers. If you are new to DNA or
needing to refresh a few of the basic concepts
the following videos may help: -

e What is a Centimorgan (cM)? (one
minute)

e What are centimorgans and how to
use them?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acPXHnB
Pscs

https://youtu.be/HhTRJzYX9Ac?si=db7WmysLy
2gxQanU

The second video guides you on how to look at
your DNA results and use them to further your
research. The presenter, Larry Jones explains
cMs and demonstrates how to estimate
relationships using the DNA Painter tool and
much more.

And, if you want instruction on how to Cluster
your DNA matches the following videos
provide good explanations.

The videos shown below, available on
YouTube, arguably provide some of the best
explanations of DNA, triangulation and how to
interpret your DNA results. You will also be
introduced to some of the newer tools used by
genealogists and family historians. Click the
link to view:-

https://youtu.be/UBh9X4qi7Xw?si=JEumdHMs
NpPUxbxt

What ?

Announcing the cM Solver
tool! The best centimorgan...

MyHeritage Releases cM
Explainer! The new standar...

Borderline News

The Australian Society of Geneologists (SAG)
are offering an on line conference focused on
DNA on November 24-25%,

This event will
commence with a
one-hour Friday
evening session,
& | followed by
SN L presentations on
m the Saturday.
SAG will cover the

Leeds Method to sort matches plus more
advanced topics such as Y-DNA and mtDNA.

Society of Australian Genealogists presents: @

In Search of...
DNA Connections

Featuring:

\+*]
3

Fiona Brooker

For further information see
https://www.sag.org.au/event-5322521

Technology for Family History
Sunbury Library (FREE)
A two-part workshop presented by Bev Eikli

Unlock the power of technology to take your
family history project to the next level! This
two-part workshop will include 5 handy (mostly
free) apps that will help accelerate your project
from ring binder to published book.

As an added bonus, you'll receive
complimentary handouts filled with thought-
provoking prompts for memoir and family
history, perfect for involving multiple
generations in this collaborative endeavour.
Don't miss out! Book your spot now and
embark on an unforgettable journey into your
family's past.

Part 1: Thursday 16 November, 1T1am-2pm
Part 2: Thursday 23 November, 1T1am-2pm

For further information and bookings:-
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/

—_——— PE——————

State Library Newspapers and Family History
Library tours (FREE)

State Library Victoria
Hansen Hall 328 Swanston Street Melbourne.

Discover how the library’s rich collection can
help piece together your family tree to
uncover hidden secrets and fascinating details
about your ancestors’ lives. Various dates.
Check Eventbrite.com for details.

Newsletter of the WFHS 6
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Alexander Campbell 1814-1899
Scottish Gamekeeper or rumour?
lan Smith

Alexander Campbell died on 15 August
1899 at Timmering, a farming locality near
Rochester in North Central Victoria, and is
buried at the cemetery at Rochester. He is my
3x great grandfather. Over the years | have
learned a number of things about Alexander
and his family. The one family rumour that
intrigues me, and where facts remain elusive,
is the suggestion that Alexander had been the
gamekeeper at Brodie Castle in Scotland. |
wanted to know more about this link, albeit as
a humble employee, to the Scottish
aristocracy.

Scotland are available. Records show that
Alexander married Ann Macbean on 31
January 1835 at Forres, Moray. It is apparent
that Ann’s surname is variously spelt as
McBean, Macbean, or McBain, in different
source records. Variations in spelling of names
is not uncommon in Scotland during the 1800s.

Scottish birth records indicate that Alexander
and Ann had seven children; two more than
the five declared on Alexander’s death
certificate. Ann’s death certificate in 1882
named all seven children, with the two not
named on Alexander’s death certificate being
Alexander and Jane. The reason for their
exclusion on Alexander’s death certificate is
not known.

Alexander’s death
certificate tells us a lot
about him. It describes
him as being 85 years
old at the time of death,
and was born at Nairn,
Scotland. This suggests
that he was born in
about 1814. Alexander is the son

Bogs of Dalvey,

Census records for Scotland
reveal thatin 1851
Alexander and his family
are residing at the
charmingly named Bogs of
Dalvey, in the parish of
Dyke, Moray. Alexander is

36 and recorded his

occupation as gamekeeper. It

of John Campbell and Marjory McKillican.
Alexander married Ann McBain at Nairn when
he was 22 years old, and according to the
death certificate has five children; Christina
(58), Ann (53), John (deceased), Marjory (50)
and Mary (48). Further information gleaned
from the death certificate is that he has been
in Victoria for 35 years, which would suggest
he arrived here in about 1864.

In reality, he arrived in Melbourne on Red
Jacket in February 1866, with his wife and his
three youngest daughters. It is interesting to
note that Alexander and Ann had recorded
their respective ages as 39 and 38, each
understating their ages by over ten years,
probably with a view to making them more
attractive as potential employees.

So, what is Alexander’s story prior to his arrival
in Australia? A variety of documents charting
Alexander’s progress through his life in

Borderline News

is worth noting that Brodie Castle is
also located in the parish of Dyke. This gives
some credence to the possible link to Brodie
Castle. Ten years later, the 1861 Census
records Alexander and his family still living at
Bogs of Dalvey, and Alexander is listed as a
gamekeeper. However, there are still no
concrete facts linking Alexander to Brodie
Castle. In addition, the Bogs of Dalvey cannot
be located on any current map.

During travels through Scotland in 2004, |
visited Brodie Castle and enquired if any old
employee records from the mid-1800s are still
held. The National Trust for Scotland employee
| spoke to was not aware of any such records. |
had more luck speaking to a very helpful
employee at the nearby Elgin Library. He
advised me in response to my question about
the location of Bogs of Dalvey, that there is a
Dalvey House, just over 1km to the east of the
village of Dyke. | managed to find Dalvey
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House, and it is an impressive looking
residence.

Dalvey House, Scotland

Fast forward to 2020, and | had the fortune to
locate an old map which had been surveyed in
1868-70. This map shows the location of Bogs
of Dalvey. A comparison of this map to the
satellite view of the current day Google Maps,
shows an empty field where the cottages of
Bogs of Dalvey stood in the 1860s. Bogs of
Dalvey is located about 1km south-east of the
village of Dyke. Brodie Castle is only about 1km
south-west of the village of Dyke.

Another document | considered helpful to my
research was a copy of Morayshire OS Name
Books, which describe Bogs of Dalvey as
‘Cottages occupied by workmen thatched and
in good repair the property of N. McLeod Esqr
Dalvey Forres’. The fact Alexander was living in
a worker’s cottage owned by the Dalvey estate
at the time suggests to me that he may have
been working for the Dalvey estate; not
Brodie.

The Scottish Post Office Directory of 1863
was another useful source; the directory entry
for the parish of Dyke and Moy lists Alex
Campbell, gamekeeper, at Bogs of Dalvey.
Another name on that list was Hugh Fraser,
also a gamekeeper, with his address shown as
Brodie. This leads me to believe that Hugh
Fraser is the gamekeeper at Brodie Castle, and
my ancestor, Alexander Campbell, is almost
certainly the gamekeeper for the nearby
Dalvey estate. So, was Alexander Campbell the
gamekeeper at Brodie Castle? Well, Alexander
may have been the gamekeeper at Brodie
Castle at some point in his life, however | have
found no documentary evidence to confirm

Borderline News
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this. Whatever the situation, Alexander
subsequently moved from Scotland, where he
worked for wealthy landowners, then on to
Australia, where he purchased and farmed his
own land. In doing so, he made a better life for
his family. His descendants should all be
thankful he did.

Recollections of a Voluntary Aid
Detachment Nurse — Carolyn Renfrey

At our recent WFHS meeting in October
Professor Oppenheimer told us the history of
the Red Cross, pointing out that Red Cross
services were delivered by women across the
country and included helping in orphanages
and hospitals, visiting the mentally ill, caring
for returned soldiers and assisting in times of
disasters. Her video showed many of these
services including pictures of children dressed
as Red Cross Volunteers.

Following this talk, | decided to ask my mother,
now 102, about her time with the Voluntary
Aid Detachment, often referred to as the
VADs. When we were young, | recall Mum
sometimes looked up two 2 small books
entitled “First Aid to the Injured” and “Home
Nursing” published by St John Ambulance. She
called these her “VAD
books” but we were
not interested in
their history.

Mavis Williams, my
Mother, joined the
VAD Unit at
Bairnsdale in 1942.
She was 21 years of
age and employed in
the local Country u
Roads Board Office.

Mavis Williams in her
home-made VAD
uniform, Goulburn, NSW
1953 (Carolyn Renfrey

Here is her story,
recalling what was

obviously an exciting
part of her life:



‘In 1942, the war was getting closer to home.
We had an RAAF Squadron based at Bairnsdale
Aerodrome and many injured airmen in our
hospital. Nursing staff were scarce, and the
hospital also tended to the needs of residents
in the attached Aged Care Home.

Our VAD training, based on St John Ambulance
procedures, was held after-hours and during
weekends. The final verbal testing was carried
out in order of our surnames. By the time the
tester got to “W”, he decided “Williams” would
know everything after hearing all the other
answers and | escaped further scrutiny.

We were given instructions on how to source
fabric to make our uniforms and off we went.
(See the result-photo previous page).

Our duties involved assisting with wound
dressing, providing injections, and attending to
personal hygiene of hospital patients.
Although manicure and pedicure were part of
the job, | absolutely never looked under the
blankets! We also helped with feeding and
caring for elderly residents and the biggest
challenge was to get the spoon in and out of a
mouth before the false teeth dropped down. |
worked at weekends and the weekday workers
were “old ducks” who had time to spare. It
was “all hands-on-deck” during busy periods.

I joined because | wanted to be useful and VAD
work promised to be more exciting than sitting
at home all weekend. That was certainly true,
and the biggest benefit came courtesy of the
RAAF. | discovered that the Air Force Mess was
excluded from wartime rationing and VAD
nurses were given free rein to make
sandwiches and also cakes, biscuits and sweets
with otherwise unimaginable amounts of
butter, eggs, milk and cream. Those boys ate
the best afternoon teas ever!

Above right is a photo my sister and | dressed
in the same veils we saw in Professor
Oppenheimer’s video. Mum does not
remember where they came from, but | can
now guess!
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My sister Shirley, aged 3, with me aged 5,
playing nurses in cheesecloth veils with
large red crosses on the front .
Goulburn,1953. (Carolyn Renfrey: Family
collection).

Val McPherson (formerly Jackson)

It was a steep learning curve when in 1953,
after a one year “crash course” for over 18-
year-olds and not one teaching round in an
Infant Department | was appointed as a
Temporary Teacher to my first school
Bandiana Primary School, No 4691. At that
time the school was located on the northern
side of the Murray Valley Highway directly
opposite its junction with the Kiewa Valley
Highway. The school building was a converted
Army Drill Hall made from timber and fibro-
cement. It was used as an Army Dental Unit
prior to being converted to a school. A
kindergarten was at one end of the building
and two school classrooms at the opposite end
nearest the main road. The roof which was of
corrugated fibro cement was lined and so were
the walls, but there was no ceiling and the
partition between the two classrooms only
went to ceiling height.

| found myself in charge of 62 students in a
combined class of Prep and Grade 1. The Head
Teacher taught Grades 2-4 in the adjoining
room. At the beginning of the year Mr Dan
Goonan was the Head Teacher but he moved

Newsletter of the WFHS 9



on and was followed by Bill Henshaw, ex RAAF.
| had a good working relationship with both of
these teachers.

The building being what it was, meant that it
was very hot in summer and very cold in
winter. It was at Bandiana that | started
drinking black tea because the milk had turned
sour by lunchtime.

The children at the school came from three
distinct sections of the community. Most of
them were from Army families living at the
base and some were children of district
farmers. The greatest challenge was a group
of migrant children from the Little River
settlement between Bandiana and the
migrant centre Bonegilla. The children
spoke little or no English, and having

been born in Poland and the Ukraine area

of Europe had names which were
unpronounceable. Some months into the
year, | found that | had been calling one boy by
his surname instead of his first name because
that was the way his father had written it on
the first day of school.

In my combined class | also had an
intellectually disabled child who was one of
twins. The other little twin had the
responsibility of caring for his brother and
when something went wrong, he would flutter
about like an agitated mother bird. It was a
very sad situation, one which was going to be
heartbreaking to end but disastrous for the
non-disabled child if it didn’t.

Another child in my class had missed several
months of schooling because of rheumatic
fever. | devoted many hours helping him to
catch up to the rest of the class. At the end of
the year his mother informed me that now he
had “caught up” she was sending him back to
the Convent. She said that the Nuns didn’t
have the time to be giving him extra tuition.

The lack of infant teaching experience in my
training was made up for by a huge quantity of
teaching aids and reference material left by
the previous teacher who had retired. This
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teacher, Mrs Helen Goldie, had been the Infant
Mistress at Myrtleford when | was a child at
school there and she was regarded as “one of
the best”. Her excellent aids and flash cards
enabled me to use the monitor system to keep
the classroom busy.

| remember training the children in our class
for a dramatic presentation on Parents Day in
Education Week. Everyone participated even
if it was only singing in the mass choir. On
another occasion the whole school performed
a Maypole Dance for some important visitor.
There was much training and practice for this
event with quite a spectacular result.

Despite all of the above difficulties, |

enjoyed my time at Bandiana. It didn’t
take the migrant children long to

understand and speak English. | have
found that children integrate very
quickly.

Finding suitable board has always been a
problem for country teachers. Before taking
up my position at Bandiana my father drove
me to nearby Wodonga where we followed up
various leads. Eventually | found a place with a
migrant family sharing a room with a child.
The child was fascinated with my dressing and
undressing which | found embarrassing. To get
to the bathroom | had to go through the main
bedroom. Perhaps this was the ensuite and
another bathroom planned for elsewhere?
The food was ghastly so after two days |
started looking for another place. | managed
to get a room with a family whose daughter
was about to be married. | moved in
immediately after her wedding and was very
happy there for the remainder of the year.

To get to school at Bandiana | used to catch a
Mylon’s bus in High Street at the water tower.
The bus was quite convenient as there was a
stop just outside the school. Occasionally |
would ride my bike depending on the weather
and how many books | was carrying. There
was no bike path in those days, just gravel
beside the busy highway. It was a bit scary too
when riding my bike on Lincoln Causeway
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going to Albury to play tennis or hockey at the
weekends. | had to get well off the road if |
heard a bus coming, otherwise | could get
sucked underneath it.

As well as playing sport | joined the
Presbyterian Church Youth Group which met at
the church in High Street, so with teaching and
these other interests | kept myself occupied.
The parents of one of my high school friends
lived in Wodonga. They very kindly used to
take me with them when they went to the
Regent Theatre in Albury on a Saturday night.

My position at Bandiana was only temporary
and at the end of the school year | was notified
that | was being transferred to Katunga, near
Numurkah. It was with some sadness that |
left my students and the new friends | had
made.
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Newsletters — submissions welcome

Borderline News

e Members love to read your stories;
and tips for putting the family history
together

e Maybe you are new to writing and
need a hand to write a small article? If
so | am happy to assist.

e Email enquiries or articles to the
editor

\I

OBITUARY Patricia (Pat) Margaret Oliver
no. 67
4th September 1930—24th September 2023

Pat was a long-time member of the
Wodonga Family History Society. She loved her
family history and would enthusiastically pore
over microfiche in the library animatedly
discussing any findings or possible avenues to
pursue with anyone around. My late husband,
Charlie, often came home from his library
shifts to tell me of Pat’s latest discoveries. Pat
attended all society’s functions & events and
was a pleasure to be around with her bright
chatty personality. RIP Pat. We will miss you.

Obituary Patricia (Pat) Filby no 374
13 October 1937—20" September 2023

Pat was a more recent member of our
society She had many interests beside her
family history including the Red Hat Society
chapter, The Purple Power Surge Girls, where
her society name was “The Daring Duchess of
Digital Dabbling”, a nod to her interest in all
things technical. She attended a TAFE course
where she built her own computer, and was a
wealth of information which she happily
shared. She loved gardening and regularly
attended a like-minded group. Above all, she
loved her family and her church. Pat’s friendly
smile will be sadly missed.

- Wendy Cooksey

Research enquiries:

Send request by mail/ or email. Include
everything you know already. Send business size
self-addressed envelope to WFHS. Research cost
S40 or $5.00 for simple check of the records.
Unrelated certificates are $6.00.
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