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Next meeting dates & guest 
speakers: 
 
Nov 18:  Remembering Her Service. 
Local Women at War 1914-1918 - 
Janette Griggs 
 
Dec 16:  Christmas breakup at The Grill, 
Commercial Club Albury  6.30pm  
RSVP essential.    RSVP toF: 
info@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 
 
Jan 20:  Members show and tell. Theme 
‘I didnt expect that’. 
 
e 

The WFHS Research Area is open at 
Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery for 
members and visitors on:- Tuesdays – 
1pm to 4pm;  Wednesdays and Thursdays 
11 to 3pm  &  first Saturday of the month 

 

MEMBERS, PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW START 
TIMES FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS  

AS OF JULY, our meetings at Felltimber will 
commence at the earlier time of 7pm 

 
Subscriptions: New members -Joining 
fee $10.00 plus $30 membership fee  
Annual Membership- $30.00 Part-year 
membership -(join between 1st April - 
30th June) $10.00 plus joining fee. 
Research request - $40.00 or $5.00 for 
simple check of the WFHS records. Full 
transcripts of unrelated certificates $6.00 
 

 
 

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept 

any responsibility for opinions or accuracy of 

information contained in this newsletter. 

Information is reproduced for information 

and educational purposes.  

ISSN 1327-3167 

 

Welcome to the 196th edition of the Wodonga Family History Society 

newsletter. 

Featured stories  
This year is the 80th  Anniversary of the end of World War 2.. Our theme for this 

newsletter is how WW2 effected families ‘back home’.  I hope you enjoy reading 

our member’s reflections of that time. 

• Page 3 is the annual report presented by Pat Hopkins acknowledging her 

last report as President. 

• Julie Campbell writes about Memories of the Rubber Drive in WW2, p. 5. 

• A moving story by Janette Griggs titled the Brown Envelope that couldn’t 

be Delivered is not to be missed p. 6-7. 

• Peter Joyce continues with memories in When Singapore Fell p. 8 

• Heather Touzel tells us about her families’ involvement in the war p. 9. 

• And, two stories by Judy Charlton about her relatives’ experiences in 

Papua New Guinea finish off our theme of WW2  ‘back home, p. 10.’. 

• Obituaries for Merle Saville and Geraldine Courtney are on p. 7.  

 

Fundraising Raffle & Christmas Hamper – Sharon Darling-Filby 
Our Christmas fundraising activity  is alive. Donations for the Christmas hamper 

can be left at the WFHS desk at Hyphen. Please donate non-perishable items and 

Christmas treats. The raffle will be drawn at Christmas breakup - 16th December 

meeting. 

Please support our Raffle by  purchasing or selling tickets. $2 each or 3 for $5.00 

1st prize Christmas Hamper 

2nd prize Double movie pass plus $30 Café Voucher 

3rd prize Orchid Plant 

 

Family Tree Maker User Group Update 
We have now had two meetings of the Society’s Family Tree Maker User Group. 

Both have been well attended. The recent October meeting covered: Backup, 

Compacting, how to colour code, syncing with Ancestry and getting Help and 

support through using Mackiev site resources. There was also time to assist 

individuals with specific issues through collaborative contribution from the 

participants.  

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday 7th February at Hyphen  

1. The main topic will be source citations in FTM  

2. This will include a guest speaker beaming in from the FTM Ambassador 

Group 

3. If you have any queries please contact Janette Griggs, Judy Charlton, Julie 

Campbell (FTM User Group Subcommittee) 

Meetings are informal and new members are welcome. 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

President and Newsletter Editor: 

Maureen Cuskelly 

Vice President and Program Co-

ordinator: 

Janette Griggs  

Secretary & Public Officer: Judy 

Charlton  

Treasurer: Sue Jarvis 

Projects: Pat Hopkins  

Librarian: Christine Young 

Fundraising & Archives: Sharon 

Darling-Filby 

Publicity & Promotions  VAFHO rep: 

Ann Kerin 

Memberships: Julie Campbell  

Committee Member: Vince Aitkin,  

 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

✦ Access to  the substantial resources in 

the Society’s library 

✦Quarterly newsletter  

✦ Access to other family history news 

through shared newsletters from other 

family history groups  

✦ Monthly meetings with family history 

tips, news and guest speakers  

✦ Contact with other family historians, 

researchers and members who share your 

interest in family history 

 

CONTACTING US 

Wodonga Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 289, Wodonga, Vic 3689  

secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

 

Website and links: 
www.wodongafamilyhistory.org au 

www.facebook.com/ WodongaFamilyHistory/  

 

Society News –  

Hello Everyone,   

At the Annual General meeting held in September I stood down as 

President. I wish to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support 

over the past four years. It has been a great honour to be your President.  

During this time, we achieved a great deal - our move into Hyphen, where 

we now enjoy a wonderful space that is the envy of many other family 

history groups; our First Saturdays, providing additional research hours and 

workshops; our involvement in the community, especially with the Bonegilla 

Experience and the Centenary of the Water Tower; and our move into the 

21st century through technology. These are just a few examples of the hard 

work and dedication you have all contributed to our society.  

Our society is now in the very capable hands of Maureen Cuskelly and I 

know you will continue to assist Maureen to ensure we have a wonderful 

vibrant society.  Thank you. Pat.  

OPPORTUNITIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 

1. The date for the Albury Cemetery walk  has been changed to . 6th 

December - as part 2 of our Final Farewells theme. Discover 19th 

Century Gravesites, Cemetery Walk and Talk  at the Albury Pioneer 

Cemetery - Meet at 10 am for a 10.30 start. 

2. Family Search has Full Text now available on the ribbon under 

Search.  It is easy to access information by typing in your request – 

name, country, date. It is similar to Trove as you can correct 

information on the right-hand side but here you don’t need to enter 

your details. 

3. Also available on FamilySearch – details for Roots Tech 2026 – list of 

presenters and topics available as well as the opportunity to 

register. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/registration/online 

4. Unfortunately, Wangaratta Family History Society is closing but we 

have offered to be custodians of their digital library which will 

become available for researchers from our library. This will be 

advertised on our website. 

5. The Pioneers of Silvan is a wonderful site that includes names of 

Pioneers of Silvan, South Wandin or those who may have lived near 

there and moved on.   https://silvanpioneers.blogspot.com/ 

6. And, Google Grave of a Shephard's Daughter and read the ABC story 

about it.  Ties in well with the pioneer grave segment  

PROJECTS Help wanted 1-2 hours only 

Some time ago, members indexed some local books; the index now 

needs to be entered into an Excel spreadsheet.  This is a 1-2 hour task 

that can be completed at home at any time. Are you able to help?  

Further information is available from Pat. She would appreciate your 

help.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
mailto:editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/registration/online
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2025 
 
It is a pleasure to present this Annual Report and record the activities provided by our Society.  
We are very fortunate to have a dedicated Committee 
who ensure members are given every opportunity to be 
involved in family history educational activities as well as 
social opportunities. Thank you to Janette, Sue, Judy, 
Alice, Christine, Pam, Julie, Maureen, Vince, Sharon, Ann. 
 
The four-day visit to Canberra in March combined both 
learning and social activities. Nineteen members 
discovered first-hand the resources available for family 
research at our national institutions…the National 
Library, Australian War Memorial, National Archives.  The 
visit to the Family History ACT Society opened our eyes to 
their extensive resource library.  A reminder of the time 
when space was available to store books, maps and other 
physical resources.  Although there wasn’t time to do  
personal research the experience should make it easier 
for future visits on one’s own. Program Co-ordinator 
Janette worked hard to ensure we had a valuable 
experience. Our monthly meetings, with topics and guest 
speakers organised by Janette, have been well attended 
with an average of 25 attendees.   
 
At the July 2024 meeting, we explored Overseas and 
Australian newspapers. In August 2024 Jenny Harkness, a 
very popular speaker, gave an update on Family Search. September 2024 was reviewing alternative 
technology tools with Carolyn Renfrey. In October 2024 Wendy Cooksey spoke on Wills, mainly from 
the UK. In November 2024 Chris McQuillan from the Albury & District Historical Society spoke about 
the service men and women from the local area.  This was very timely as we were remembering the 
tragic bus-train crash at Wodonga where 25 army personnel were killed in April 1943.  Another activity 
we took part in in November 2024, thanks to Alice, was the centenary of the Water Tower – the local 
landmark seen outside our window at Hyphen. We enjoyed a member’s Christmas function in 
December. 
 
In January 2025 Janette and Judy showcased case studies on “How we found that”. Two questions 
were submitted to our knowledgeable panel at the February 2025 meeting with the hope of breaking 
down brick walls. I believe the submitters were delighted to have someone else look at their family 
history puzzle. Neither was solved on the night but Wendy’s search for a theatre performer in the UK 
in the 1880s was solved later using suggestions from the evening.   
 
In March 2025, Robert Nash from Sydney gave a very informative talk on the Huguenots, a topic not 
well known by our members. April 2025 was Exploring AI in Genealogy with Carole McCulloch. In May 
2025, Dorothy Brinkman spoke on the Wendish of the Riverina, another topic most were unfamiliar 
with but were surprised to know that many in our area had Wendish surnames. June 2025 was how 
DNA Testing could fast track your family history research with Gail Gillis. 
 
Many of our members are looking for ways to improve their skills. Our hands on sessions have proved 
very popular. We held talks and workshops on AI, DNA, and showcasing family history software 

Patricia Hopkins receiving flowers on behalf of 

the Society Committee and Members in 

recognition and thanks for her contribution as 

President (2021-2024).  
WFHS collection, Sept. 2025 
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including Family Tree Maker (FTM).  As there are many FTM users in the society, Janette, Judy and 
Julie, researched and recommended a Family Tree Maker User Group. The first meeting took place in 
July 2025 with follow up sessions due every three months.  Both AI and DNA workshops on Saturday 
proved popular and will continue next year and our thanks go to Carole McCulloch, Gail Gillis and Judy 
Charlton for providing their time and expertise. Our first Saturday in August, family history month, 
featured a Zoom session with Ian Simon from West Australia on New Tools in Family Search.   
 
Our July 2025 meeting featured Alice, Christine, Janette and myself showcasing the Society’s collection 
at Hyphen. Many participants took the opportunity to view our holdings and it is hoped that more 
members will visit our area at Hyphen.  
 
Thank you to Sharon, Maureen and Heather for looking after the catering so that we can enjoy a social 
supper at the end of our members’ meetings. All these events and activities require sound financial 
management by our Treasurer Sue Jarvis. 
 
The Society hosted U3A members at the Hyphen desk in June. We provided an overview of our family 
history collection and answered questions about our resources.  
 
Christine, Alice, Pam, Sue, Ann, Ron and myself volunteer on the Hyphen desk assisting family history 
researchers. This service is a vital part of our offering. 
 
Please continue to access the Society’s Facebook page and Web page for updates and please do read 
the Newsletter.  I thank Secretary Judy for making sure members are kept up to date on a regular 
basis.  Maureen, our Newsletter editor, is always looking for new items for the Newsletter. Ann keeps 
our Facebook Page updated. I encourage you to offer ideas for future meeting topics so we can 
continue to be a vibrant society that is meeting the needs of the members.  
 
Two of our Committee members, Alice and Pam, are standing down.  Alice has been our Research co-
ordinator for the past four years and will continue to act in that capacity.  Pam has been responsible 
for Fundraising and with Warren Embury has made sure we have a sound bank balance.  As a Society 
we are certainly indebted to their contribution and are very thankful that Alice and Pam will continue 
to serve at the Hyphen desk to help visitors with their research.   
 
As this is my final Annual Report, I thank the Committee members for their support and contributions; 
and the members for accepting me as President over the past 4 years.  I hope Maureen has a 
wonderful experience as the in-coming President.  
 
As a Society we are very grateful for the help provided by the Hyphen- Wodonga Library Gallery staff 
and for the support of the City of Wodonga.  We are so fortunate to have a designated area at Hyphen.
 
My wish is that more of our members will utilise this space in the future.  
 
 

  
Patricia Hopkins 
President  
2024-2025 
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World War 11: Memories of the 

Rubber Drive – Julie Campbell 

 

My grandfather Colin Aldous (aka Gramps) and 

his best mates, McGorlik and Galbraith 

suggested the Rubber Drive to help raise 

money for the Alexandra branch of the 

Australian Comfort Fund (ACF).  The purpose 

of the ACF was to send free “comfort items” to 

servicemen at the frontlines; these were items 

not routinely supplied by the Army, Navy or 

AirForce. 

My grandfather and his two friends were 

members of the Alexandra CMF Unit, and my 

mum remembers them coming up with the 

idea while they were sitting on the back 

veranda one night after their CMF unit 

meeting. It was a great idea and once they’d 

settled on a rubber collection plan, Gramps 

said he’d start it off with some donations the 

next day.  Mum and her sister were excited by 

the prospect of “joining the war effort” as their 

class been talking about it at school and 

several of their uncles were serving overseas in 

Europe & the Pacific. 

So, it was full steam ahead in the Aldous 

house!  Gramps got permission from William 

Brothers to use their truck to go house to 

house collecting; starting at home of course.  

My grandmother, my mum and her sisters 

went into the house sheds and came out with 

some old car tyres and other lovely rubbery 

things and received a “well done girls” from 

Gramps.  The girls were so proud they’d done 

their bit - or so they thought!  

It wasn’t until the next morning when mum 

and her sister went up to the shed to get their 

bikes to ride out to a favourite spot to gather 

mushrooms that they discovered that they’d 

also “donated” their bike tyres to the Rubber 

Drive!!   Gramps explained to them later when 

he got home that he wanted to set a good 

example and besides, he said,  a good walk 

never hurt anyone, he also promised to 

replace the tyres when the war finished!  

The next great idea hatched on the back 

veranda was the Tin Drive, and that’s a story 

for another day!    PS. Gramps replaced their 

bike tyres for Christmas 1943! 

Sources: Alexandra & Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton 

and Acheron Express, Friday 14 August 1942. 
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The Brown Envelope that Couldn't be 

Delivered - Janette Griggs 

Introduction 
I never knew my Uncle Roly. He died ten years 

before I was born, a casualty of World War II 

on the infamous Burma-Thailand Railway, 

serving with the Australian 8th Division. Yet his 

absence shaped our family in ways I only now 

understand. 

It wasn't until my grandparents passed away 

that the details began to emerge. My aunt, 

Roly's younger sister, carried the memory of a 

single afternoon in 1945—the day hope died, 

and war became personal. But it all began with 

a telegram that couldn't be delivered. 

 

This is my Aunt's Story – in her words. 

I was sixteen years old in 1945, studying 

stenography at Sydney Technical College. My 

sister—your mother—was twenty-two and 

working at W.D. & H.O. Wills tobacco factory 

at Raleigh Park. Roly, our brother, was twenty-

one when he'd shipped out with the 8th 

Division in 1941. My father was a returned 

WWI soldier, so he understood war in ways we 

couldn't imagine. We'd known since 1942 that 

Roly was a prisoner of the Japanese in 

Singapore, and later that he'd been sent to 

work on some railway in Burma. But we didn't 

know the details. Nobody did, really. Families 

all over the district were in the same boat—

waiting, hoping, praying that when the war 

ended, our boys would come home. 

That particular afternoon, my class finished 

early. I caught the train home to Mortdale, and 

as I stepped onto the platform, I bumped into 

my father. He was on the same train from the 

city, which was unusual—he should have been 

at work for several more hours. 

I was always very close to my father, so I was 

pleased to see him, but I knew immediately 

something was wrong. 

"Why are you home so early, Dad?" I asked. 

He looked at me with an expression I'd never 

seen before. "Your mother got word to me at 

work," he said. "A telegram came to the house, 

but they wouldn't leave it. She's not next of 

kin." 

My stomach dropped. We all knew what a 

brown envelope meant. We didn't have a car 

or a telephone at home in those days, so my 

mother would have had to run—and I mean 

run—to the corner phone box to ring my 

father at work and get him home. 

"I have to collect it from the post office," he 

said. "Come with me." 

I walked beside him into the post office, my 

heart pounding. I watched him take the 

envelope, watched his hands shake slightly as 

he opened it. I can still see the colour drain 

from his face as he read those few lines. He 

bowed his head, and for a moment 

he said nothing at all. 

 

Then he looked at me and said, 

very quietly, "He's gone, love." 
 

My father was a tall man, and I 

remember half walking, half running 

beside him all the way down 

Boundary Road toward home. I kept 

chattering like a parrot—I couldn't 

stop myself. "They've made a 

mistake," I kept saying. "It'll be OK. 

They've got it wrong. They've mixed him up 

with someone else." 

 

 I was learning to be a stenographer; I 

knew how easy it was to make mistakes 

with letters. Surely this was just a 

mistake. 
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When we reached home, Mum came out to 

meet us. After that, there was an eerie silence. 

Everyone knew. We read the telegram over 

and over, as if reading it enough times might 

change the words. My mother retired to the 

bedroom almost immediately, and we didn't 

see her for hours. I didn't know what to do—I 

wasn't a child anymore, but I wasn't quite an 

adult either. When my sister came home from 

work, we had to go through it all again. I felt 

desperately sorry for my father, who tried so 

hard to be normal, to keep things together, but 

you could see it in him… the pain was sitting 

quietly in every part of him. He knew too well 

the cost of war. 

 

I remember that day. I remember what 

was said and where we were when we 

said it. I remembered it every day for the 

next seventy-five years.  

 

Aftermath:  My aunt told me this story when I 

was an adult. By then she'd spent decades 

researching F Force, contacting survivors, 

learning the full horror of what Roly and others 

endured on the Burma-Thailand Railway. But 

while my grandparents were alive, the subject 

was rarely discussed. The loss was too raw, too 

profound. My grandmother, in her grief, 

turned to clairvoyance and séances, desperate 

to make contact with her son. 

 

The war that ended in 1945 never really ended 

for our family. It lived in the spaces between 

those words, in the brown envelope that 

couldn't be delivered, in a sixteen-year-old girl 

running down Boundary Road beside her 

heartbroken father, trying to convince herself 

it was all a mistake.  

 

Roland Small's name appears on war 

memorials. But for our family, his 

memorial lived in my aunt's memory of 

that terrible afternoon—carried with grace 

and grief for seventy-five years. 

 
 

Obituary - MERLE MARIE SAVILLE 

23/4/1929 -   12/09/2025 

Merle was member number 78.  Members may 

recall when we had a fundraising stall each 

meeting. This stall was initiated, stocked and 

run by Merle and two other members, Eileen 

Keye (72) and Sylvia Flower (77). 

This was at a time when funds were a little 

stretched, and these ladies saw a need and 

acted on it.  They baked every month for their 

stall as well as donating other items.  Other 

members started contributing by providing 

saleable items and purchasing items.  I recall 

some huge jars filled with delicious shortbread.   

The jars had been obtained from a business 

that had purchased them full of gherkins.   

Cleaned up they were an ideal receptacle.  My 

late husband and I purchased a few of them.   

I do not know the exact amount raised but 

overall, in was quite considerable, and was an 

enormous help to our finances at the time. 

Rest in Peace Merle 

Obituary - GERALDINE MARY COURTNEY 

9/11/41 ---26/08/ 25. 

Geraldine was an early member, number 21.  

She could be seen scrolling through the 

microfiche in the library on a regular basis.  

She also spent a lot of time researching on her 

computer at home.  Always ready for a chat 

and willing to assist others Geraldine did so 

with lovely smile. Her lovely smile belied the 

several chronic illnesses she coped with over 

the years, including long-term dialysis 

treatment, both at home and at the local 

hospital.  

Geraldine was a regular attendee at meetings 

and seminars when she was able, always 

looking for that tip that would help in her 

research. Her husband, Brian, pre-deceased 

her.  Brian designed and constructed the 

beautiful wooden gavel you may see the 

President use at times to bring us to order. 

Rest in peace Geraldine 

Compiled by Wendy Cooksey 
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When Singapore Fell – WW2  

memories -  Peter Joyce 

Richard McDonald, who was my grandfather, 

was in Albury in the 2/23rd regiment with my 

great uncle Ken.  During November, both 

brothers had to return to Melbourne to attend 

their grandfather’s funeral.  There is a photo 

that was taken of all the regiment before they 

were deployed.  The photo is about 1.5 metres 

long.  

While returning to Albury the train was 

stopped at Seymour and they had to return to 

Melbourne where they were deployed to 

Singapore in November.  There were three 

brothers that went to Singapore at that time.  

The 2/9 Ambulance regiment was his new 

regiment.  That gave him two serial numbers 

until it was corrected years later.  

When Singapore fell in February my 

grandfather was in the Raffles hotel that was 

part of the hospital where wounded soldiers 

were being treated at the St Andrews 

Cathedral.  This is the place most of the medics 

were when they were taken prisoner. The 

nurse Vivian Bullwinkle was hidden by the 

prisoners.  She records this  in her book.  

My great grandmother’s fourth son did not go 

to Singapore as she could have lost all her sons 

at once.  He was sent to a Japanese internment 

camp in Victoria for the duration of the war. 

The family are unsure whether he was a strict 

guard or a kind helper in the camp. Not many 

spoke about the events during the war. 

Richard’s mother worked with her when they 

returned from the war.  They hid the flag that 

is still displayed in the Melbourne Anzac march 

every year but it is getting harder to see.  I 

think is has been retired and another one put 

into its place.  Both the white and red cross 

were constructed with old material and buried 

by the soldiers to stop the Japanese from 

destroying the flag.  

 

Vivian Bullwinkel visits Albury- 

Maureen Cuskelly 

The story of the sinking of the Vyner Brooke 

and Vivian Bullwinkel’s survival is well 

recorded   

‘Of the 65 Australian nurses embarked upon 

the Vyner Brooke, 12 were killed during the air 

attack or drowned following the sinking, 21 

were murdered on Radji Beach, and 32 became 

internees, 8 of whom subsequently died before 

the end of the war’1. 

In 1948, at the end of the WW2, Vivian 

Bullwinkel and Betty Jeffrey (Vyner Brooke 

survivors) visited Albury  to raise funds for a 

war nurses memorial centre. They stayed with 

a Dr Robertson and his wife. They visited Mrs 

Calnan of Wilson St whose daughter Ellenor 

Calnan, (born in Culcairn) did not survive the 

sinking of the Vyner Brooke 2. Calnan is 

honoured on the Army Nursing memorial at 

the national museum, shown below3  

     

Vivian Bulwinkel on her return to health visited 

every family who lost a daughter related to the 

ship’s sinking, their incarceration or demise. 

More information is detailed in Vivian’s  

biography. Or, you may be interested in 

reading Betty Jeffery’s book about her 

experiences in her book White Coolies. 

Members may know the movie Paradise Road 

adapted mainly from the details in the White 

Coolies book. 
Sources: 
1Australian War Memorial (AWM) 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/E84734 
2http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article263812204 
3https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24977204

6/ellenor-calnan 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article263812204
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My maternal family’s involvement in 

World War 2 by Heather Touzel 
 
My mother, Elizabeth Fagan (known as Betty) 
had  two older sisters  who enlisted during the 
second wold war and her father was absent 
assisting with airfield and road construction in 
the northern territory.  
 
Her eldest sister, Joan joined the Australian 
Women’s Army Service. She had been a typist 
clerk prior to enlisting. Joan served in various 
locations in Australia and also spent time in 
Lae, Papua New Guinea. She received a 
‘Mentioned in Dispatches’ award in 1946 for 
‘Exceptional service in the field in SWP area’. 
She died from complications at the 
Repatriation Hospital in Heidelberg, 
Melbourne from an illness that arose in PNG in 
1956. Joan was just shy of her 36th birthday 
when she died. 
 
Her second eldest sister, Margaret (known as 
Peg) joined the Women’s Auxiliary Australian 
Air Force, and was based in various locations in 
New South Wales and Queensland including 
Townsville. It was in Townsville that she met 
and later married an American US Air Force 
officer, Jim Dils, in Dec 1945.   After the birth 
of their first daughter in late 1946 in Brisbane, 
Peg and Jim were shipped out to the United 
States of America (USA).  At various times, 
visits from Australia to the USA and vice versa 
occurred. 
 
My grandfather, Andrew Richmond, was 
seconded to the Royal Australian Air Force, 
Civilian Air Force during the early 1940s in 
honorary positions (initially as Honorary 
Squadron Leader & then Honorary Wing 
Commander). These honorary positions, 
together with a uniform, allowed skilled 
people like my grandfather to liaise with and 
direct projects for which they were skilled.  He 
did not have a military service number. 
According to my grandmother’s stories, he 
planned and managed the preparation of 
roads & airfields in the Northern Territory 
because of the threat of a Japanese invasion. 
 

My grandmother, Dorothy Richmond, provided 

hospitality to visiting servicemen from other 

countries. There are various autographs from 

Australian and overseas servicemen in my 

mother’s autograph book (see photos and 

transcriptions below). I have surmised this was 

her way of helping, what with two daughters 

serving and her husband away serving in an 

honorary role I think this waw her way of 

helping which I believe was encouraged to 

provide some homestyle for visiting 

servicemen and women. 

World War 2 thus resulted, for my maternal 
family, in the illness and early death my 
mother’s eldest sister Joan, and the relocation, 
through marriage, of her second eldest sister  
Peg. and her father being absent in South 
Australia and the Northern Territory in an 
Honorary capacity with the Airforce during her  
her teenage years. Letters were an important 

way of keeping in touch. 

 

Nick and Rieu writing in Betty’s autograph 
book (thought to be Dutch sailors)
  

 

 When you have a mother 
  Cherish her with care. 
  For you never miss your mother 
Till you see her vacant chair. 

L.A.C. Clifford 
N.O.I.S.T.T.  RAAF 
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War and Peace: Intergenerational 

experience of Papua New Guinea 

 by Judy Charlton 

The waving palms and idyllic coastal lagoons of 

the Pacific hide a menacing threat for 

adventurers. My relatives were to discover this 

in different decades in the twentieth century. 

After enlisting in the 

Australian Military 

Forces (AMF) for 

World War II service in 

1940, Alan McFarlane 

was then deployed to 

New Guinea in mid-

1943.  

 

Alan McFarlane in uniform.  

Author’s collection. 

He served as a cook while stationed at 

Madang, Lae, and Rabaul.1 

Alan's service record reveals he suffered 

dengue fever in New Guinea. He required 

hospitalisation before returning to active 

service.  

Dengue fever is a 

mosquito-borne viral 

disease. It was a 

significant cause of 

morbidity amongst 

soldiers deployed to 

the Pacific during 

World War II.2 

    Lawrie McFarlane. Author’s collection. 

 

Meanwhile, 35 years later, Alan's half-nephew, 

my father, Lawrie McFarlane, also spent time 

in Papua New Guinea. Even though Alan and 

Lawrie were related and grew up in the 

Brisbane area, they did not know each other 

very well. Lawrie's father had already left 

home and married by the time his youngest 

half-brother, Alan, was born. 

Lawrie chose to take up a two-year contract 

with Papua New Guinea in 1978. He worked as 

a Radio Engineer with a staff of 86, mostly 

locals. Port Moresby was Lawrie's home base 

however, he travelled throughout the country, 

including Madang, Lae, and Rabaul.3 

During his time in the tropics, Lawrie also 

succumbed to dengue fever. I recall him saying 

that living with the humidity in PNG is one 

thing, but coping with the flu-like dengue, 

which saps all energy, is highly distressing.4 

While peacetime cannot compare with war, 

both my ancestors displayed tenacity in the 

challenging PNG environment. Fortunately, 

they lived to tell their families at home. 
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