
 

 

 
N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  W o d o n g a  F a m i l y  

H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  E s t .  1 9 8 7  

 

 

 BORDERLINE NEWS  
 

 

     Newsletter 194                                                                                                               May, 2025           

 
t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next meeting dates & guest 
speakers: 
May 20:  Introduction to the Wendish of 
the Riverina – Dorothy Brinkman 
 
June 17:  Thinking DNA?  It could fast-
track your research – Gail Gillis 
 
July 15:  Showcasing family history 
software: Free and paid tools for 
research - Judy Charlton 
e 

The WFHS Research Area is open at 
Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery for 
members and visitors on:- Tuesdays – 
1pm to 4pm;  Wednesdays and Thursdays 
11 to 3pm  &  first Saturday of the month 

 

MEMBERS, PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW START 
TIMES FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS  

AS OF JULY, our meetings at Felltimber will 
commence at the earlier time of 7pm 

 
Subscriptions: New members -Joining 
fee $10.00 plus $30 membership fee  
Annual Membership- $30.00 Part-year 
membership -(join between 1st April - 
30th June) $10.00 plus joining fee. 
Research request - $40.00 or $5.00 for 
simple check of the WFHS records. Full 
transcripts of unrelated certificates $6.00 
 
 

 
 

 

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept 

any responsibility for opinions or accuracy of 

information contained in this newsletter. 

Information is reproduced for information 

and educational purposes.  

ISSN 1327-3167 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the 194th edition of the Wodonga Family History Society 

newsletter. 

Featured stories  
This quarter includes a range of articles and information which may be of benefit 

in searching your family or crafting your stories.   

• Our secretary, Judy Charlton, provides an updated list of the digital copies 

of other family history society newsletters, received and available in our 

collection at Hyphen, p. 2. 

• Following on from our Canberra trip there is some advanced tips on using 

Trove, saving your searches and new ideas for searching your ancestors’ 

military history, pp. 5-6. 

• There is information about searching the Huguenots who fled to Ireland. 

Many went on to immigrate to Australia, p.4. 

• Vince Aitkin writes about finding and exploring the property where his 

ancestors worked and lived, p. 7. 

• There is an update on genealogy television shows and podcasts. The list 

includes documentaries and podcasts on family history, DNA discoveries 

and dilemmas facing historians,  p 8-9. 

• A book review by me of Christine Kenneally’s book The Invisible History of 

the Human Race will encourage you to see history differently. Kenneally’s 

research uses modern knowledge of our DNA to explain how it has 

shaped our identities. She carefully crafts the history of humans and the 

history of the world showing the genetic connection between us all, p.10.   

 

Breaking News   New Family Tree Maker User Group 
Wodonga Family History Society is excited to announce our new member 

benefit: a Family Tree Maker User Group. 

Many of our members use a version of Family Tree Maker as their family 

history software. Our recent member audit identified that members wish to 

enhance their skills in using the software without spending a lot of money. 

The WFHS Committee resolved to create a FTM User Group. We will have 

access to support from the Family Tree Maker Ambassador Team including 

discounted offers for the latest version, training resources, and access to 

expert assistance. 

Our first meeting is on Saturday 5th July at Hyphen. It is planned to have 4 

meetings a year, with different topics each time. The aim is for participants to 

gradually increase their competence and confidence in using the software to 

get the most out of their investment. 

The meetings will only be available to WFHS Members and will be free. 

More information will be released in the coming weeks including how to book 

for the July session. 

Janette Griggs, Judy Charlton, Julie Campbell (FTM User Group 

Subcommittee) 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

President and Projects Officer: 

Pat Hopkins  

Vice President and Program Co-

ordinator: 

Janette Griggs  

Secretary & Public Officer: Judy 

Charlton  

Treasurer: Sue Jarvis 

Librarian: Christine Young 

Fundraising & Archives: Pamela Nulty 

Publicity & Promotions: Ann Kerin 

Research Officer & GSV 

representative:  Alice Lindsay 

VAFHO representative: Ann Kerin  

Members: Julie Campbell  

Newsletter Editor: Maureen Cuskelly 

Committee Members: Vince Aitkin, 

Sharon Darling-Filby, Julie Campbell 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

✦ Access to  the substantial resources in 

the Society’s library 

✦Quarterly newsletter  

✦ Access to other family history news 

through shared newsletters from other 

family history groups  

✦ Monthly meetings with family history 

tips, news and guest speakers  

✦ Contact with other family historians, 

researchers and members who share your 

interest in family history 

CONTACTING US 

Wodonga Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 289, Wodonga, Vic 3689  

 

Website and links: 
www.wodongafamilyhistory.org au 

www.facebook.com/ WodongaFamilyHistory/  

secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

 

Family history newsletters  - Judy Charlton 
The Wodonga Family History Society has an amazing collection held at the 

Hyphen Wodonga Library. This includes many local resources that are 

unique and won't be found elsewhere. 

We also recognise that many of our members have ancestors associated 

with other places. WFHS has a reciprocal arrangement with other Family 

History Societies where we receive their newsletters and we provide our 

newsletter to them. 

We hold digital copies of the following family history society newsletters in 

our collection at Hyphen. These resources may be of interest to some of our 

members. 

• East Gippsland Family History Group (Black Sheep) 

• The West Gippsland Genealogy Society (Kith n Kin) 

• Echuca-Moama Family History Group (Bridges and Branches) 

• Hawkesbury Family History Group (Hawkesbury Crier) 

• Wodonga and District Historical Society (Newsletter) 

• Wagga Wagga and District Family History Society (Murrumbidgee 

Ancestor) 

• Corowa Family History Group (Eagle Eye Journal) 

• International Settlers Group (Newsletter), 

• The First Fleeters (Founders Magazine), 

• Narre Warren and District Family History Group (Spreading 

Branches)  

• The South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society (The South 

Australian Genealogist), 

• Wendish Heritage Society (Wendish e-news) 

• Liverpool Genealogy Society (Links N Chains Newsletter). 

 

Society News – President’s report  

Hello Everybody, 

 

Our trip to Canberra was a resounding success and we were treated like very 

special guests at each of the venues we visited. It was a ‘get to know’ our 

national institutions to familiarise us with the physical layout of the buildings 

and the resources they have so we can feel comfortable in planning a future 

visit on our own. Thank you, Janette, for organising it. Feedback from 

participants indicates we all learnt a great deal from the experience.   

Our meetings in March and April were well attended. Robert Nash gave a 

very interesting and informative talk on the Huguenots, a French Christian 

movement led by John Calvin, during the Reformation.  

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
mailto:editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
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President’s report continued 

They were persecuted and eventually moved 

to Britain and other parts of Europe.  Robert 

donated a CD to our society with an index to 

all the Huguenots in Australia and suggested 

that if you have an ancestor listed to contact 

him and he will search the society’s data base 

on your behalf.  More information on 

https://huguenotsaustralia.org.au/our-society/   

The April meeting addressed the latest ‘big 

thing’ in research, AI or Artificial Intelligence. 

Carole McCulloch gave an encouraging session 

on how AI can be used in our research and 

storytelling, dispelling any fears some may 

have about using this technology.  A follow up 

hands-on session will be held at Hyphen in 

May and you can seek more information at 

tinyurl.com/10stepsAI for education from 

home. 

The theme for this year’s Root Tech ‘Discover’ 

sums up what we try to do as family historians 

seeking answers to who our ancestors were 

and putting them in time and place.  

These programmes are available throughout 

the year so take the opportunity to familiarise 

yourself with them and remember you can re-

visit those you like as often as you wish.  

 

Shauna Hicks’ presentation on ‘Australian 

Military Records: from the Boer War to WW2’ 

is excellent and the visit to the War memorial 

was a special highlight of our Canberra trip. 

Sharon Darling-Filby had the honour of laying a 

wreath on our behalf at the 4.30pm service. 

Howard Jones’ new book ‘Mud, Blood and 

Tears’ honours the 100 Albury servicemen with 

plaques at the Albury War Memorial. We had 

an article in our November newsletter about 

the 21 army personnel who were killed in the 

bus/train crash in Wodonga in April,1943.  

Andrew Johnson has written a book, ‘Death by 

Misadventure – the true story of the Wodonga 

tragedy’, about that very same incident.  He is 

the guest speaker at Albury & District 

Historical Society’s meeting on 14th May.  

DNA appears to have taken a back seat to AI 

but the SBS program “The Secret DNA of Us” is 

worth watching. 

Your support, as a helper or a buyer, is 

welcome for the Plant Sale on 31st May. A 

social get-together is planned for Tuesday, 

29th July, at the Albury Golf Club. All welcome. 

A reminder that our Subs are due by the end of 

July – still $30.  

And finally, do you have, or know someone 

who has, information about Green Hills school 

or cemetery.  Alice and I would love to hear 

from you.   Best wishes, Pat. 

New members 

A very warm welcome to Pauline Stanyer 

Fundraising plant sale -: Pam Nulty   

An important change to our meeting 

times.  From July our general 

meeting will be held at Felltimber at 

the earlier time of 7pm. The earlier 

start has been suggested on 

numerous occasions and should 

benefit those who live out of town. 

The committee meeting will be held 

at a different venue the week before.   

 

PLANT SALE 31st MAY. All members, 

family and friends are invited to 

purchase Warren’s plants at 

discounted prices.   9am- until 1pm  at 

27 Wiltshire Cresent, Wodonga. 

https://huguenotsaustralia.org.au/our-society/
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Program and events 
14 May  Albury & District Historical Society 

meeting at the Albury Commercial club. 7.30 

Guest speaker: Andrew Johnston ‘Death by 

Misadventure: The True Story of the Wodonga 

Tragedy’. 

15 May  A Walk in Yackandandah High Street 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/ahf_event/a

-walk-in-yackandandah-high-street/ 

17 May  Workshop AI presented by Carole 

McCulloch at Hyphen. To book 

info@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au) 

31 May  Our fundraising plant sale 27 Wiltshire 

Cresent, Wodonga 

6 June  Meeting with U3A to showcase what 

we offer as a Society – 

5 July  Family Tree Maker User Group – 

inaugural meeting at Hyphen 

15 July  Change of times for meetings - 7pm 

General Meeting at Felltimber - Note earlier 

start 

29 July  Christmas in July Lunch at the Albury 

Golf Club - 12 noon  

31 July  Subs due - still $30. 

 

Be sure to check out our website for updates 

on upcoming workshops and make sure to 

register early! All are welcome. 

https://www.wodongafamilyhistory.org.au/ 

 
 

Canberra Family History trip 2025 
Nineteen enthusiastic members of the society 

embarked on a memorable four-day adventure 

to Canberra (3rd - 6th March). The trip was 

filled with both fun and fascinating learning 

experiences. Traveling by VLine coach to and 

from, and transported around Canberra by 

Canberra Guided Tours, our first stop was the 

National Library of Australia, where we were 

treated to an insightful session exploring the 

incredible resources available through Trove. 

After a delightful morning tea, the library team 

took us even deeper into the world of the 

National Library’s vast online offerings. The 

day continued with a moving guided tour of 

the Australian War Memorial, where one of 

our own, Sharon Darling Filby, was honoured 

to lay a wreath during the poignant Last Post 

Ceremony.  

On our second day, we delved into the vast 

treasures held by the National Archives of 

Australia, perfect for any family historian. 

We learned that records already digitalised can 

be readily accessed however requests for data 

not yet digitalised requires an application for 

the information to be released. The archivists 

check the record and decide if this can be 

released. Once approved the digital record can 

be available in 2-3 months. Once digitalised it 

readily available and remains open to the 

public. 

Canberra War Memorial. Sharon Darling Filby presented 

the wreath. March 2025,  Photo WFHS collection. 

 

Christmas in July lunch will be at the 

Albury Golf Club– 29 July, 12 noon. All 

invited RSVP essential. Book at: 

info@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/ahf_event/a-walk-in-yackandandah-high-street/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/ahf_event/a-walk-in-yackandandah-high-street/
https://www.wodongafamilyhistory.org.au/
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In the afternoon, we had the special 

opportunity to visit Family History ACT, the 

largest genealogical society in Canberra. We 

learned about their extensive collection, 

invaluable instructional resources, and even 

got a behind-the-scenes glimpse into their 

library. 

After four days of enriching discoveries, 19 

tired yet inspired travellers boarded the bus 

back to Albury Wodonga, eager to apply 

everything they had learned and continue their 

family history journey. 

.  

Projects Update by Pat Hopkins 

Time has been spent moving items from 

Felltimber where we are now limited to storing 

only what is required for our meetings there. 

All resources are now located at Hyphen or at 

the Senior Citizen rooms. All newsletters from 

other societies are available on the computer 

desktop at Hyphen, including the Really Useful 

Bulletin’’.  

 

Projects you might like to try! 

Research cheat sheets from various sources 

are available. These provide suggestions on 

how to research a particular country e.g. China 

or a topic, such as Wills or Cemeteries.   

Another way of finding what’s available is to 

look at the FamilySearch wiki where there is a 

list of what’s available on the web for your 

topic and where you can find it, if access is free 

or if you need to pay. Of course, you can 

Google your request, but the wiki has it all in 

the one spot.  

 

Family Search: While you are using 

FamilySearch, on the home page, scroll right to 

the bottom and select (Under Ways to 

Contribute) FamilySearch Labs and be amazed 

by the experiments they are undertaking.  You 

get better access if you sign in. Try the “expand 

your search with full text”.  It is in the 

experimental stage so it may only relate to the 

US. Feel free to use my ancestor’s name – 

Martin Higgins, 1835, Kings Brooklyn New 

York. Your search will show an original 

document and an excellent transcript. 

 

Trove Help: Sharon and I attended a talk by 

Greg Ryan (Albury & District Historical Society) 

on Using Trove at the Albury Library Museum 

where Greg suggested that when you find a 

surname or town name spelt incorrectly - do 

yourself and others a favour by correcting it.  

He gave numerous examples of how 

commonly names are misspelt… see Wodonga. 

 

Advanced Skills for searching TROVE 

 by Maureen Cuskelly 

 

Our visit to the library included a half day 

education session about Trove and a detailed 

introduction on the Research Guides and 

videos readily available through the library. 

One of the tips we received included  how to 

keep track of our TROVE searches by saving 

them as a List in an account we can create on 

their website. 

Membership is free and gives you the added 

benefit of saving your searches by Creating 

Lists. Become a member, create a user name 

which is yours for life.  To sign up Create a 14-

character user name. NOTE: your user name is 

not your email address. Open account and set 

your password. 

Tip 1: Sign up -once a member, when you 

undertake a search, you can save this as a LIST. 

You can make your saved search public or 

private. Public access means other Trove users 

can benefit from your search. You can make it 

collaborative where others can add to the 

search , and you benefit from their 

contributions. This may be useful if other 

historians are searching the same family name 

or topic.  

The main benefit is you can go back to your 

original search to preview the material, add to 

it or delete when you have finished. In 

addition, you can re-order your lists so the 

most important article can be at the top. You 
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can tag articles – a good tag is something that 

delineates the article, eg death, hospital, 

event. It is just as easy to set your list as 

private. 

Note that If you do not set a list as private it 

will default to public.  

There are a number of instructional videos on 

the Trove website. They are worth checking 

out. A good starting point is the following one:- 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLerakmy3

Ni68dEcHIojhTMJg5E3hcLdA5 

 

 

TIP 2: Stay in the know about Trove news, 

events, search tips and more by signing up to 

the Trove Treasures eNews, delivered straight 

to your email inbox. If interested click on the 

link on the bottom of the page. The current 

Trove Treasures features a photo of our 

members from  the Canberra trip. 

TIP 3: Have a look at Trove Spotlight. The 

Spotlight section, found on the Home page, 

highlights a key part of history. Currently the 

topic is Women in Photography –covering six 

early photographers.  

TIP 4: Keep an eye out for the Coming Soon to 

Trove section which lists newspapers recently 

digitalised and available for searching e.g. 

Junee, Ararat, Port Fairy, Camberwell 

newspapers. The major newspapers such as 

the Age were digitalised early but the 

newspapers with smaller distribution are being 

added. 

TIP 5: Defence Service Newspapers 

Explore the newspapers of the Australian 

Defence Force from the 1940s to today. This 

includes the- Army, Navy and Air Force.  

A quick search demonstrates changes in 

policies, women authorised to fly planes in 

non-combatant zones, married couples’ 

quarters covering second world war, Vietnam 

war and Afghanistan. In addition, notices of 

engagements and weddings were often 

announced in the defence force newspaper as 

shown below:-  

 

 

 

 

 

Book releases authored by soldiers are 

featured in the Defence Service newspapers, 

for example, the book authored by Alexander 

Palmer (1995) titled Vietnam Veterans   

 

‘describes in a unique way both 

biographical and service details of over 

4000 service men and women who served 

…  ‘as well as ‘a comprehensive chronology 

of operations, a detailed casualty list of 

those killed and wounded’.   

 

A gem: the newly digitalised defence service 

newspapers offer a new avenue of research for 

the family historian 

  

 

Army weddings galore (1962, January 

11). Australian Army (National : 1959 -

1980), p. 4. Retrieved March 24, 2025, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article266893822) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLerakmy3Ni68dEcHIojhTMJg5E3hcLdA5
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLerakmy3Ni68dEcHIojhTMJg5E3hcLdA5
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Aston – the property of my ancestors 

Vince Aitkin 

  

My great, great-grandparents were William 

Crawford (1816-1883) and Eleanor Power  

(1816-1876). They were convicts and arrived 

separately to Sydney in the 1830s. They were 

assigned to a Mr. Bloomfield at Campbelltown 

in NSW. After gaining their tickets of leave they 

worked for Bloomfield who had interests in a 

large run called Aston’ and an adjoining run 

called ‘Cootalmyong’, just a few kilometres to 

the west of Bombala (identified in red on the 

map below) in the Monaro District of NSW.  

Some of their children were born on the 

estate.  A number of birth certificates record 

Michael as a Shepherd and his wife Eleanor’s 

occupation as home duties. 

 

During March just past, I visited the area and 

called into the surviving property ‘Aston’. The 

owner graciously allowed me to take 

photographs of the old homestead which is 

still in use to-day.  

William and Eleanor’s children would have 

played in these gardens and used the water 

pumps and artifacts that remain to-day, after 

all the intervening years. See photos the 

current owners allowed me to take: -gateway 

entrance to Aston (below) from the main road, 

an old garden feature above the well and the 

welcoming renovated rear entrance and 

courtyard.  

 

 

Photos – authors collection, 2025. 

It was quite something to wander around the 

gardens and view firsthand some of the very 

old placements that are still there.  

 
 

Aston, front of homestead (eastern 

facing) 2025, Author’s collection 
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Genealogy television shows and podcasts – dive right in 
If you want to explore family history and DNA-related content freely available on line, here are some 

television shows and podcasts that delve into these topics: 

          Television Shows 
 

1. The Secret DNA of Us (2025) 

This groundbreaking Australian 

documentary series offers mass DNA 

testing to entire communities, including 

towns like Bairnsdale, Geelong, Bathurst, 

and Sydney’s Surry Hills. It uncovers 

hidden histories, unexpected ethnicities, and surprising family connections, providing a unique 

insight into Australia’s diverse heritage. If you missed this it is available on SBS on demand. 

https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/ 

     

2. DNA Family Secrets 

Hosted by Stacey Dooley, this UK-based series follows individuals as they use DNA testing to uncover 

family mysteries, such as unknown relatives or ancestral origins. It’s available for streaming in 

Australia on SBS On Demand. 

 

3. Who Do You Think You Are? (Australia) 

This long-running SBS series features Australian celebrities tracing their family trees, revealing 

personal and historical insights. While it doesn’t focus exclusively on DNA, it often incorporates 

genetic genealogy to uncover ancestral connections. 

 

4. Every Family Has a Secret 
Presented by Noni Hazlehurst, this SBS 

documentary series follows Australians  as 

they uncover hidden truths within their family 

histories, often involving themes of identity, 

adoption, and cultural heritage. 

 

      Podcasts 

 

1. DNA Surprises (138 episodes so far) 

Hosted by Alexis Hourselt, this podcast shares stories of individuals who have 

made unexpected discoveries through DNA testing, including revelations about 

parentage and long-lost relatives. They  are available on Apple Podcasts or 

Spotify. The episodes commenced in 2021 and are ongoing. 

https://www.patreon.com/DNASurprises 

 

 

https://www.patreon.com/DNASurprises
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2. Family Twist 

This podcast delves into complex family stories uncovered through DNA testing,  

Hosted by Jenny Kleeman, this podcast investigates the unforeseen consequences of taking ancestry 

DNA tests, such as uncovering family secrets or challenging personal identities. It provides 

thoughtful narratives on the emotional impact of genetic discoveries. Available on Apple, Spotify or 

iheart radio. https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-family-twist-a-podcast-exp-96138607/ 

 

5. Australian Ancestry Podcast 

This podcast offers guidance on starting family history research in Australia, 

including the use of DNA testing. It provides tips and insights tailored to the 

Australian context. It helps you make the most of your uniquely Australian 

family history research by providing insights into how to undertake your 

research in Australia, overview of historical trends in Australian migration & 

settlement and interviews with leading Australian researchers. Free to 

listen at https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1323-australian-ancestry-podca-265824200/ 

 

6. Society of Australian Genealogists Podcast Playlist 

Curated by the Society of Australian Genealogists, this playlist features episodes on Irish research, 

genetic genealogy, and family history stories, offering valuable resources for researchers. 

https://sag.org.au/Podcasts 

 

3. Secrets We Keep 

This series examines the ethical and societal implications of DNA testing, including its use in law 

enforcement and the potential for privacy concerns. Episodes like “Should I Spit?” explore how DNA 

data can be both enlightening & problematic.  https://play.listnr.com/podcast/secrets-we-keep 

 

4. The Gift, Part 1 and 2 

This podcast series delves into 

complex family stories uncovered 

through DNA testing, exploring themes 

like adoption, donor conception, and 

non-paternal events (NPEs). Hosts Corey and Kendall Austin Stulce discuss how these revelations 

impact individuals and families. Available free on the BBC radio on line.   I listened to this, enthralled 

with the usual intrigue of a family historian, but as the story unfolded my interest was tempered 

with deep compassion. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0024p01 

 

5. Bonegilla Stories by Simon Reich 

This six part podcast series delves into the personal narratives of migrants who passed 

through the Bonegilla Migrant Centre between 1947 and 1971. Creator Simon Reich 

combines interview, archival audio and original music to bring these stories to life. The 

podcast was recognized as one of the ‘100 Much Hear Podcasts of 2022’ by  Great 

Australian Pods. Available to listen on Spotify.  For more information see Bonegillamigrants.com.au 

 

https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-family-twist-a-podcast-exp-96138607/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1323-australian-ancestry-podca-265824200/
https://sag.org.au/Podcasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0024p01
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BOOK REVIEW – By Maureen Cuskelly 

The Invisible History of the Human Race: How 

DNA and History shape our identities and our 

Futures. Christine Kenneally (2014) 

This intriguing book, available for loan in the 

WFHS library, carefully crafts the history of 

humans and the history of the world showing 

the genetic connection between us all.   

The author points out that  

“genealogy can be 

traced back to the 

Bible: Abraham begat 

Isaac who begat Jacob 

who begat Judas” (p. 

37) 

Each chapter can be read 

in isolation if the reader is 

interested in parts of the book but not all. In 

the second chapter Kenneally outlines the 

history of family history beginning with the 

oldest genealogy society in the world – the 

New England Historic Genealogical Society 

(UK).  

 
Throughout the book Kenneally explores how 

DNA reveals the bottlenecks and surges of 

DNA as humans move across the globe from 

Africa to Australia. She combines social history, 

population history and family history to 

demonstrate how we come to be who we are 

today.  

 
This book is history retold through the new 
knowledge gained from the discovery of DNA. 
 

Her use of story such as Geoff Meyer and Ivy 

Getchell (Forgotten Australians) and famous 

men such as Benjamin Franklin and Barack 

Obama will take you on a journey to see how 

genealogy can be used for or against people. 

How much is true and how much is 

conjecture?  In a later chapter she writes of 

how DNA discoveries have been used to 

reduce debilitating conditions such as 

Huntington’s Disease, Tay-Sachs and Blooms 

disease in various populations.   

 

Her writing is peppered with stories of 
Scottish clans, Celtic origins, Vikings, slaves 
and convicts. There is something for 
everyone following their family history.  
 
Kenneally’s research, based on interviews, 

manuscripts and history, will help you gain a 

deeper insight into your ancestors’ lives and 

the forces that shaped them. 

 

This book is a slow read due 

to the depth of Kenneally’s 

writing and research.  If you 

are interested, I suggest you 

borrow the book and take 

your time for an enlightening 

journey across the world. Your 

understanding of DNA will be 

enhanced by the experience. I found this book 

extraordinarily fascinating. 

 
WFHS Sponsor  
BRANDJAM 

We thank Katie for her support 
in printing our 
newsletters and  
flyers  
 

 

  
The Wodonga Family History Society Inc. is a 

non-profit, incorporated group.  
The Society aims to promote and assist the 
study of Family History. 

Located in the Hyphen – Wodonga Library Gallery,       

126 Hovell Street, Wodonga.  

Contact us:         Telephone: 0493 612 797 

Email: info@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

            secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

            editor@wodonga family history.org.au 

            www.wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

www.facebook.com/WodongaFamilyHistory/ 

 

“To forget one’s ancestors is to 

be a brook without a source, a 

tree without a root”  

Chinese Proverb 

[Cite your source here.] 

https://goo.gl/maps/B52a4AhtLCptodNx8
https://goo.gl/maps/B52a4AhtLCptodNx8
tel:0493612797
mailto:info@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
mailto:secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
http://www.wodongafamilyhistory.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/WodongaFamilyHistory/

