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Next meeting dates & guest 
speakers: 
Feb 18:  Members Brick Wall Buster. An 
in depth look at how a panel can help a 
few members tackle that family history 
obstacle. 
 
March 18:  Researching-Huguenot 
Family History. Speaker: Robert Nash  
 
April 15:  Exploring A1 in Genealogy.  
Speaker: Carole McCulloch 
e 

The WFHS Research Area is open at 
Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery for 
members and visitors on:- Tuesdays – 
1pm to 4pm;  Wednesdays and Thursdays 
11 to 3pm  &  first Saturday of the month 

 

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE  SATURDAY 
OPENINGS 

March 1stand  May 5th: Visit our research area 
at Hyphen for support and assistance from 

our volunteers.  
 
Subscriptions: New members -Joining 
fee $10.00 plus $30 membership fee  
Annual Membership- $30.00 Part-year 
membership -(join between 1st April - 
30th June) $10.00 plus joining fee. 
Research request - $40.00 or $5.00 for 
simple check of the WFHS records. Full 
transcripts of unrelated certificates $6.00 

 
Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept 

any responsibility for opinions or accuracy of 

information contained in this newsletter. 

Information is reproduced for information 

and educational purposes.  

ISSN 1327-3167 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society News – President’s Report   
Hello Everybody, 

Welcome everyone to another new year. It is hard to believe that we are reaching 

the end of the first quarter of the 21st century. We look back at what has been 

achieved on the world stage from the end of WW2 and think that is amazing, but 

in the world of family history, the last 25, or should I say, the last 5, have been 

truly mind boggling. I trust you have had a wonderful Christmas and your new year 

resolutions include more time to spend on family history projects and a visit or two 

to our research desk at Hyphen. 

I certainly enjoyed our social get together at Soden’s before Christmas. Good to 

have a chat to members and guests and catch up with some we seldom see 

because of our evening meetings. Maybe we should have two functions – one at 

lunch and another later in the day so all members can celebrate! 

A special thank you to Pam and Warren for the marvellous result from the plant 

sale and raffle. I thought it was to be Warren’s grand finale, but he re-considered 

and had a ‘downsizing’ event instead. Alice was responsible for our involvement at 

the “Bonegilla Experience Day”. Thank you to our members who helped visitors 

with their queries, listened to their stories and helped to make their day rather 

special. It was a very hot day and where we were in the former recreation room it 

was quite stifling. It brought back memories of days without air conditioners, and I 

could only imagine how these European migrants must have tried to cope with our 

hot summers. I learned a lot from being there and was fortunate to have a guided 

tour of the Wodonga and District Historical Society’s Museum. Please take the 

opportunity to visit. Another great event organised by Alice with help from Ann 

was the celebration of the century of the Wodonga Water Tower. It was very 

pleasing to see our members in the crowd witnessing the event. 

Thirty members attended our November meeting to hear our guest speaker, Chris 

McQuillan. He spoke about the military research he has undertaken at the request 

of the RSL, namely to locate the WW1 military graves in the Albury Waugh Road 

cemetery. They believed there were 50 graves there, but Chris was able to locate 

150 grave sites. He has detailed his findings in books which are available to read at 

the Albury Library Museum. Also, at the November meeting Vince gave a book 

report on ‘Starting Over’ by Jan Westerink (reviewed later in this newsletter). We 

were honoured to have the author’s nephew, Jonathon Howard, who lives in 

Albury, in attendance. 

Of note for members -the committee has decided that our annual membership 

should date from 1 July to 30 June – payment still due by end of July.  
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

President and Projects Officer: 

Pat Hopkins  

Vice President and Program Co-

ordinator: 

Janette Griggs  

Secretary & Public Officer: Judy 

Charlton  

Treasurer: Sue Jarvis 

Librarian: Christine Young 

Fundraising & Archives: Pamela Nulty 

Publicity & Promotions: Ann Kerin 

Research Officer & GSV 

representative:  Alice Lindsay 

VAFHO representative: Ann Kerin  

Members: Julie Campbell  

Newsletter Editor: Maureen Cuskelly 

Committee Members: Vince Aitkin, 

Sharon Darling-Filby, Julie Campbell 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

✦ Access to  the substantial resources in 

the   Society’s library 

✦Quarterly newsletter  

✦ Access to other family history news 

through shared newsletters from other 

family history groups  

✦ Monthly meetings with family history 

tips, news and guest speakers  

✦ Contact with other family historians, 

researchers and members who share your 

interest in family history 

CONTACTING US 

Wodonga Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 289, Wodonga, Vic 3689  

 

Website and links: 
www.wodongafamilyhistory.org au 

www.facebook.com/ WodongaFamilyHistory/  

secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

 

Janette found what she was looking for by using the Ryerson Index, Probate 

information and the Business Registration website to make sure she had the 

right people.  Her advice is to utilise a number of sources to check the facts..   

Janette has put much time and thought into the programme for 2025, 

including the upcoming trip to Canberra. About twenty members are looking 

forward to this trip planned for the 3rd-6th March. All the best to our 

members for 2025. I look forward to hearing your marvellous research 

findings during the year.    

Best wishes, Pat 

Featured stories   
This newsletter has a range of articles and information which may be of 

benefit in searching your family or crafting your stories.   

• Judy Charlton writes about tracking a family myth related to the 

family name, the country of origin and finding the truth. She 

outlines her search history with tips to follow. 

• A book review by Vince Aitkin will encourage you to explore convict 

history and how people’s lives unfolded once they settled in 

Australia. 

• There is a list of military websites provided by Chris McMillan for 

anyone searching WW1 history. 

• I tell the tale of how two brick walls in my family history were finally 

smashed. 

• There is an article about the Lonely Graves Projects in Australia and 

ideas for tracking ancestors’ graves and histories. 

• Alice Lindsay has given members a report on the celebrations of the 

Wodonga Water Tower Centenary event, with resources to view if 

you missed this event. 

 

Projects Update  – Pat Hopkins 
Our recent projects have focused on making sure our local school records 

are up to date and easy to find. School enrolments are valuable for research 

as they usually give the full name, date of birth, parent’s name (usually the 

father’s) and occupation and address. The birth date is especially important. 

It may be the only way to obtain that information as formal records may 

have restrictions.  

Baptisms and Marriages:    Once we are satisfied, we will look at our church 

records for baptisms and marriages especially Anglican records for Wodonga 

and Rutherglen and Wodonga Methodists including some Yackandandah 

entries. The Wangaratta Anglican records are available at the Riverina 

Archives Centre in Wagga and now include the Wodonga parish books. 

Albury is part of the Wangaratta diocese. The Wagga Wagga Diocese 

Catholic records are available at Family Search affiliate library.  While it 

requires searching the film, page by page, you do receive a copy of the 

original record.  In addition, Old Parish Records for many British parishes can 

be found on Family Search. 

  

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
mailto:editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
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Program news:  Janette Griggs 
 

As we kick off 2025, I’m excited to share that 

our program for the year is almost all set. 2024 

was a fantastic year, and I hope to keep the 

momentum going. 

January Meeting Recap: Starting the Year with 

a Bang 

In January, Judy Charlton and I had a great time 

leading our Members Showcase session. We 

shared some of our fantastic “Ah Ha” moments 

and discoveries. What we found, focused on 

basic research techniques using vital records, 

hoping to help everyone get their research 

back on track. 

February Meeting: Breaking Down Those Brick 

Walls 

For February, we’re tackling the tricky part of 

research—breaking down brick walls. We’ve 

asked members to send in some of their most 

challenging research problems, and we’ve 

gathered a panel of experienced researchers to 

see what advice they can offer. It’s going to be 

a great chance to solve some tough obstacles 

that come with tracing our family histories. 

 

What’s Coming Up in 2025? 

Looking ahead, we’ve got some exciting topics 

planned for later in the year. We’ll explore the 

history of the Huguenots and also take a look at 

how artificial intelligence can help with family 

history research. And yes, we’re bringing DNA 

research back into the mix—hopefully, this will 

help us unlock some long-held family secrets! 

Workshops & Hands-On Sessions: More to 

Come 

Our Saturday workshops were such a hit last 

year, and we’re excited to continue offering a 

range of hands-on sessions following on from 

the topics and ideas at our monthly meetings. 

They are a great way learn together. 

 Be sure to check out our website for updates 

on upcoming workshops and make sure to 

register early! All are welcome. 

 

Successful fundraising -: Pam Nulty 

The Plant Sale on 30 November was very 

successful making $1831.60 from the sale of 

many of Warren’s plants. It is possible more 

plants have been sold since to add to this 

amount. Many thanks to all those who helped 

with particular thanks to Warren. 

 

 
The Christmas Party at Soden’s Hotel, Albury was a very 

festive day. Photo WFHS collection. 

 

The Christmas Raffle first prize- a hamper of 

goods went to Hazel Jones; second prize of a 

smaller box of goods was won by Kelly Thurling, 

Wendy Cooksey won the third prize of two 

indoor plants. The Raffle made $345 for WFHS. 

Thanks to all who contributed to the prizes. 

 
Wendy Cooksey (L) with Hazel Jones 

WFHS photo: Soden’s Hotel, Albury 

 

REQUEST for information 
Howard Jones is researching the stories behind 

the lives of the 240 servicemen whose plaques 

are displayed at the Albury War Memorial. He 

would appreciate any information about these 
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soldiers or photos, if available, from family 

members or friends.   

Email: <hjones45@optusnet.com.au> 

 

THE MCFARLANE STORY, OR IS IT?   

By WFHS member Judy Charlton 

Background 

• The maiden surname on my birth 
record is McFarlane. 

• The family myth was that the Scottish 
McFarlane clan were lowland cattle 
rustlers. 

• My uncle joined Clan MacFarlane and 
bought the tartan 

• My brother gave his kids Scottish 
names, such as James McFarlane 

• I spent money on Scottish BMD 
records for McFarlane 

• I then got serious with genealogy. 
 

Let's work backwards: 

My father 

• Lawrence Victor McFarlane on his 
birth record. 

• Born in 1929 in Brisbane, QLD 
• Married English-born Theresa Nicachi 

in Qld in 1956. 
• Their 7 children were all registered at 

birth as McFarlane. 
 

My paternal grandfather 

• Everett Victor McFarlane on his birth 
record. 

• Born in 1898 in Brisbane, QLD 
• Married Irish lass Mary Collins in 1921 
• All their children registered as 

McFarlane. 
 

My great grandfather 

• Samuel John McFarlan on his birth 
record. 

• Born in 1877 in Brisbane, QLD  

• Married Bohemian-born Pauline 
Jantsch in 1897 as Samuel McFarlane 

• Their children were all registered at 
birth as McFarlane. 

 

My two-times great-grandfather 

• Thomas William Farlam on his Parish 
Baptism record 

• Born 1842, Torpoint, Cornwall, England 
– across the Tamar River estuary from 
Plymouth naval dockyards in Devon 

• The 1851 England census - his family is 
cited as Farlam, at Stoke Damerel, 
Devon 

• Joined the Royal Navy in 1858 as a 
sailor at age 14 

• Service record cites Thomas Farlan 
and Thomas McFarlan 

• 1861 Census –Age 18, First Class Boy 
on Royal Navy ship HMS Topaz, 
Vancouver Island, Canada as "T 
McFarlan", but same service number 

• By 1872 – Seaman in the Merchant 
Navy 

• Thomas McFarlan, age 29, joined The 
Woodville at Plymouth on 31 May 
1872, bound for Brisbane. His 
birthplace and family details confirm it 
is my Thomas. 

• 1 Nov 1872 – the ship's log says 
Thomas McFarlane failed to return to 
the boat. It sailed from Port of 
Brisbane without him  

• 15 Jan 1874 – age 28, marries 
Schleswig-Holstein immigrant Mary 
Miller at Ipswich Registry Office. Name 
cited as Thomas McFarlan. Mary sailed 
to Australia as Elsabe Margaretha 
Möller. 

• Their first four children were 
registered at birth as McFarlan 
(including son Samuel, my direct 
ancestor); the last two children 
registered as McFarlane. 

• Thomas was admitted on 4 Nov 1885 
to Woogaroo Asylum, South Brisbane 

• He died on 22 Feb 1887 at Woogaroo 
Asylum 

• The death certificate cited his name as 
Thomas MacFarlane, seamen, birth 
England, age 44, with a handwritten 
note on the certificate saying 
"married" with no details of the 
spouse. 

• I discounted all the other QLD male 
deaths with similar names during this 
period and believe this is my Thomas. 
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Son Samuel married in 1897 at age 
twenty. His mother had to approve the 
marriage as he was under age and his 
father was deceased. This information 
is annotated on the marriage 
certificate. 

 

My three-times great-grandfather 

• Thomas Farlam 

• Born 1795 to 1801 - Still to identify 
birthplace, parents and siblings 

• 1814 - joined Royal Navy, cites 
birthplace North Shields England, age 
19, Able Seaman, with the names 
Farlam and Farlane on his Service 
Record 

• 1835 - married Susannah Webb at 
Torpoint, Cornwall, as Thomas Farlam 

• 1840 – baptism of son Charles Izias 
Alfred Farlam 

• 1843 – baptism of son Thomas William 
Farlam 

• The Royal Navy Muster files record his 
surname as Farlam, Farelam, Farlem, 
Farlan, and Farlane over three decades. 
All have the same service number. 

• 1851 Census – Stoke Damerel, Devon, as 
Greenwich pensioner Thomas Farlam, 
age 50 

• 1860 – Died East Stonehouse, Plymouth. 
His death records cite Thomas Farlam 

• His widow remarried in 1863. Her name 
is recorded as Susannah MacFarlane, 
and her father is cited as William Webb. 

 

DNA evidence 

• I have no Scottish in my Ancestry 

ethnicity profile 

• I have a small amount of English and 

Northwestern European ethnicity in the 

profile 

• I have no DNA matches with any 

Farlams. Still, it would be over 6 

generations back, so autosomal DNA is 

beyond its limits. There may be no 

descendants from Thomas Farlam 

senior, other than my direct line, as I 

have been unable to identify a family for 

Thomas Junior's brother, Charles Izias 

Alfred Farlam. 

• My brother's Y-DNA matches in the USA 

claim they have heritage from the Isle of 

Skye, Scotland, but they have no 

confirmed trees or Farlam surnames. 

The Farlam surname distribution from the 

1881 England Census 

The most substantial distribution is in North 
England, including the North Shields area, as 
cited by Thomas Farlam when he joined the 
Royal Navy in 1814. 
Surname variants: Fairlam, Fairlamb, Farlamb 
No Farlams in the Scottish census records 
Farlam village is in Cumbria County, North 
England. 
 

Outcome of research 

 
Archer's Software - 19th Century Surname distribution 

The Brisbane McFarlane’s are, in fact, the 
Farlams from North England. The tartan and 
the Clan Book have been binned. 
I still seek a baptism record for Thomas Farlam, 
born circa 1795-1801. 
 

Lessons for future historians 

1. Do not take family folklore at face value. 

2. Be prepared to find unexpected outcomes 

in your family history journey. 

3. Seek out original documents, not just 

relying on Indexes. 

4. Examine all documents, starting from 

what you know and working backward. 

5. Keep your family engaged – presenting 

the information by telling a story. 
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BOOK REVIEW – ‘Starting Over’ by Jan 

Westerink (1924) - A dramatic and moving 

account of the convict experience in 

colonial Australia   by Vince Aitkin 

Based on historical documents, “Starting 
Over”  is the story of William Guest and 
Martha Gregory, separately convicted of 
theft and sentenced to transportation to 
Hobart Town in 1843, where they later 
married. The novel charts their love story 
and journey from Van Diemen’s Land to 
New South Wales, 
where they struck it 
rich as miners and 
innkeepers. A 
dramatic and 
moving account of 
the convict 
experience in 
colonial Australia.  

 It finishes with an 
article by the 
author describing 
how she reflects on 
her writing journey. 
The book concludes with two pages of 
useful references she has used to craft this 
story. This is a 282 page, soft cover book. 
Available at Forty South Publishing Pty Ltd 
www.fortysouth.com.au.   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Scottish Family History month February 3rd to 
28th,  sponsored by National Records of 
Scotland and Strathclyde University. Weekly 
event. Check this website https://www.family-
tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/scottish-family-
history-month-2025/ 
 
BONEGILLA - The Migrants Journey at Albury 
Entertainment Centre February 28th at 7.30pm 
‘A Truly Must See Show!’ based on the award 
winning podcasts ‘Up the Rubble’ and 
‘Bonegilla Stories’ by Simon Reich.  
Check Albury Entertainment Centre website 
for tickets 
 

Museum Family History eResources Free 
February 6th at 10.30-11.30 am Albury Library 
Bookings essential. Further events later in the 
year – check website or phone 02 60238333 

 

MILITARY RESEARCH WEB SITES - 

WW1 from Chris McQuillan 

AIF Project 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/index.html 
AWM - Australian War Memorial 
https://www.awm.gov.au/ 
NAA - National Archives of Australia 
https://www.naa.gov.au/ 
Archives New Zealand 
https://www.archives.govt.nz/ 
The National Archives – UK 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
https://www.cwgc.org/ 
The National Library of Australia - Trove 
Newspapers  https://trove.nla.gov.au/ 
Virtual War Memorial Australia 
https://vwma.org.au/ 
Albury City Council Cemetery Records 
https://www.alburycity.nsw.gov.au/services/in

frastructure/cemeteries 

 

TWO BRICK WALLS BROKEN  

By Maureen Cuskelly 

In the early 2000s, I researched the Cuskelly 

family history in Armidale, NSW.  Another 

Cuskelly family historian had spent years 

searching for the documented arrival of the 

first Cuskelly immigrants from Ireland. The 

Cuskelly’s were well established in the New 

England area and recognised as pioneers to 

the area after they were involved in the Irish 

Natives Association, the Armidale Agricultural 

Society and church groups such as the Legion 

of Mary Society. They were regular donors to 

the orphanage fund and the Catholic Cathedral 

fund.  One of the great grand-daughters of the 

first Cuskelly arrivals joined the Ursaline Order 

and taught at the prestigious girl’s school. An 

earlier researcher of the Cuskelly history hit a 

brick wall when trying to identify the year, and 

http://www.fortysouth.com.au/
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/scottish-family-history-month-2025/
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/scottish-family-history-month-2025/
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/scottish-family-history-month-2025/
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/index.html
https://www.awm.gov.au/
https://www.naa.gov.au/
https://www.archives.govt.nz/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.cwgc.org/
https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://vwma.org.au/
https://www.alburycity.nsw.gov.au/services/infrastructure/cemeteries
https://www.alburycity.nsw.gov.au/services/infrastructure/cemeteries
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ship, Elizabeth Fox and Peter Cuskelly arrived 

on. Searches back then were on microfiche 

and finding the answer remained troublesome. 

However, the mystery was resolved when it 

was realised that Cuskelly/Cuskely was spelt 

phonetically as Quiskely (shown below) in the 

ship records. Elizabeth and Peter Cuskelly 

arrived on the Nabob in 1854 along with their 

six (6) children.  

 

 

Ship records, 1854, the Nabob showing 

Quiskelly immigrants, Peter and Elizabeth and 

their six children.  

Who donated the coach lights? 

In another of my earlier searches, I discovered 

a Cuskelly ancestor donated the carriage lights 

adorning the entries to the St Mary and Joseph 

Cathedral, Armidale, NSW, but I did not know 

which ancestor. Earlier I had written to the 

presbytery (no response), searched Trove, 

explored the building notes re the architect 

and architectural features without success. I 

even perused tourist photos on line of the 

cathedral. During the Covid epidemic I joined 

the Armidale Family History Society (AFHS) on 

Facebook and posted my query.  

 

A member of the AFHS on the same day, 

photographed the plaque (see below) 

acknowledging the donor and posted it to 

Facebook for me.  

 

My grandmother’s sister-in-law, Harriet Jane 

Cuskelly (nee Hillard) donated the lights in 

honour of her husband, Patrick Joseph Cuskelly 

when he died in March 1951. They had been 

married for 33 years. They had no offspring.  

The collaboration with another family history 

group resulted in smashing a second brick wall. 

 

WODONGA WATER TOWER 

CENTENARY 1924-2024   

by Alice Lindsay 

Over the past 100 years the Wodonga Water 

Tower has been witness to the daily events of 

a rural City.  During 2024, the Wodonga 

Council, Wodonga and District Historical 

Society and Wodonga Family History Society 

members met to plan the tower’s 100th 

birthday celebrations. These were held in 

Woodland Grove on the 4th December, 2024.  

The Wodonga and district community were 

invited to attend this celebration. The day 

began with a welcome to all and introduction 

to the guest speakers. Mr Mark Manns spoke 

about his great-great grandfather who 

established the Leneva Primary School in 1876. 

He was a councillor who moved the first 

Hello all, A quick question re the Saints Mary and Joseph's 

Cathedral in Armidale. What does the small plaque under 

the coach lights read? I cannot read it from here, but the 

Sister at the Ursuline Convent told me some years ago 

that the Cuskelly family donated the coach lights at the 

front of the Cathedral. I wonder if anyone in your group 

knows who the donor was? 
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motion to establish the first Water Trust 

in1896. 

Following this the Wodonga Mayor Michael 

Gobel addressed the community. This was 

followed by the cutting of the Victorian Sponge 

Cake, made by Henri’s Bakery.  Marcia Fulford, 

the daughter of the Water Tower’s Turncock 

Eric Fulford, cut the cake, along with Pat 

Hopkins, the President of Wodonga Family 

History Society, and Nancy Massel, President 

of Wodonga and District Historical Society and 

Michael Gobel, Mayor of Wodonga. 

The Wodonga Brass Band entertained the 

community with music and played Happy 

Birthday with the community singing and 

joining in. The cake was distributed to the 

community members. Later the community 

was invited to attend the display at Hyphen to 

view the memorabilia of items and stories 

related to the Water Tower’s history. 

The Wodonga Brass Band performing at the 

Wodonga Water Tower Centenary event, Dec, 

2024. Photo: Wodonga Family History Society 

collection  

Mr Ewan Elston presented an address about 

the history of the Wodonga Water Tower. Two 

related films from YouTube were shown as 

well as a home movie created by Mr F. 

Behrens in the 1970’s about life in 

Albury/Wodonga. For anyone that missed the 

event or would like to see more the photos 

and information from the event can be viewed 

at the Wodonga Family History Society, 

Hyphen Library Museum, Wodonga. 

Further information can be viewed on YouTube 

where you can see views of the Water Tower 

inside and surrounds including the Cobblers 

Inn Shoe Repair, and views taken while Hyphen 

was being built.   

Celebrating 100 years by Scrummybuns 

McKenzie (October 2024) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh4fooIC

6Jg 

 

The Icon of Wodonga Victorian Collection – 

Water Tower shows stories and commentary 

by local community members, Mavis Chapple, 

Uta Wiltshire and Dennis Kovas  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_que

ry=icon+of+wodonga 

 

A sincere thank you to all the past historians 

who took photos and wrote down stories of 

Belvoir, Wodonga and districts. Thank you also 

to the families and community who shared 

their stories with us. Without the input of 

everyday citizens and their efforts, there 

would not be a community to live and grow in. 

 

The Lonely Graves Projects in 

Australia: Honouring Forgotten Souls –  

by Maureen Cuskelly 

Across Australia, remote cemeteries, isolated 

burial sites and unmarked graves tell stories of 

the early inhabitants, pioneers and those who 

lived in remote areas. The Lonely Graves 

Projects aim to identify document and 

preserve these often-neglected burial sites, 

ensuring the stories of the deceased are not 

lost to time. These projects blend history, 

genealogy, and community dedication to shed 

light on the lives of those buried far from 

family or community support. 

 

What Are Lonely Graves? 

Lonely graves typically refer to burial sites that 

exist outside traditional cemeteries or are in 

isolated areas and sparsely marked.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh4fooIC6Jg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh4fooIC6Jg
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=icon+of+wodonga
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=icon+of+wodonga
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These include: 

• Indigenous Australians whose resting 

places were not formally documented. 

• Miners and workers from gold rush 

towns that vanished over time. 

• People who died without family or 

means for a formal burial. 

• Persons buried on private properties in 

farming or remote communities. 

 

The Origins of Lonely Graves Projects 

The concept of documenting lonely graves 

began with local historians, genealogists, and 

community volunteers who recognized the 

cultural and historical value of preserving 

these sites. These efforts gained traction in the 

late 20th century as interest in family history 

surged and new technologies allowed for 

improved documentation. 

 

The Australian Lonely Graves Index:  

This is a growing database that records the 

names, dates, and locations of lonely graves 

across the country. In some states, local 

historical societies have taken the lead in 

identifying and preserving these graves. 

 

Due to the transient nature of early Australian 

history, these graves frequently lack markers 

or the inscriptions have faded with time, 

leaving the sites and burials at risk of being 

forgotten. 

 

Lonely graves are more than just burial sites—

they are poignant reminders of the Indigenous 

past, Australia’s early history, including its 

colonial struggle during early settlement, the 

mining era and our pastoral history.  

Documenting these graves: 

• Preserves the stories of individuals 

who shaped Australia’s development. 

• Provides genealogists with critical 

information for family history 

research. 

• Respects the deceased by ensuring 

their final resting places are not 

forgotten. 

The Lonely Graves Projects play a crucial 

role in preserving the nation’s history and 

family history.  If you are searching lonely 

graves you may like to supplement the 

information on the newly developed 

databases with information in old 

newspapers. They can provide information 

about the location, names and sometimes 

the circumstances of the deaths as can be 

read in Trove (see below)  

 

Courier Mail (Brisbane, Qld) 24 March 1936 

Another article, related to isolated gravesites 

and the first convict settlement in Portsea, tells 

of the first convict deaths in Victoria. This 

provides an example of what may be found in 

Trove.  Read ‘Just Four Lonely Graves and a 

Story’ (Trove, 12 Aug 1939)   

Interested members may like to explore more 

on the following websites: 

• Queensland Family History Society 

• Bendigo and region 

https://www.goldfieldsguide.com.au/b

log/69/lone-graves-of-the-goldfields 

• South Australia Lonely Graves project 

https://www.oca.sa.gov.au/resources/

outback-burials 

• Outback Graves Markers 

https://www.outbackgraves.org/ 

 

https://www.goldfieldsguide.com.au/blog/69/lone-graves-of-the-goldfields
https://www.goldfieldsguide.com.au/blog/69/lone-graves-of-the-goldfields
https://www.outbackgraves.org/
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• Western Australia Lonely Graves and 

Burials at Sea (Yvonne and Kevin 

Coate) 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/item

/i9780859056823 

• Lonely Graves of Western Australia 

https://lonelygraveswa.wags.org.au/ 

• Lonely Graves Wall 

https://www.westernaustralia.com/au

/attraction/lonely-graves-

wall/6777775e348182fa0cf9808e 

• Outback Family History 

https://www.outbackfamilyhistory.co

m.au/records/record.php?record_id=4

00 

• Lonely Graves Historic Reserve, New 

Zealand  

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-

recreation/places-to-

go/otago/places/alexandra-

area/lonely-graves-historic-reserve/ 

 
DOREEN GIBBS OBITUARY 

30 Nov 1930---6 Nov 2024 

Doreen was a very long-time member of our 

Society, was on the committee and filled the 

office of Treasurer for several years. She was 

always available to assist at meetings and 

seminars. She spent many hours in the library 

transcribing local records, where her local 

knowledge and eye for deciphering old and 

difficult handwriting were invaluable.  She also 

spent numerous hours with other members 

transcribing the Yackandandah rate records in 

a cold building.  The ladies always popped into 

the bakery afterwards for a well-earned treat. 

In addition, she helped transcribe and 

digitalise the records from the headstones of 

the Wodonga and surrounding region’s 

cemeteries. 

Her local knowledge was invaluable to our 

members as she had a very good clear recall of 

local history and families, and was always 

willing to share this knowledge. Doreen was a 

talented lady in many areas including 

computer technology and playing the piano for 

her family  

Doreen had 12 children, 31 grandchildren, 36 

great grandchildren and 2 great-great 

grandchildren, so her family history was quite 

an extensive exercise. Doreen is sadly missed 

by many members of our society.  

Rest peacefully Doreen.  You have earned it.                          

 Wendy Cooksey 

 
WFHS Sponsor  
BRANDJAM 

CREATIVE.   

We thank  
Katie for her support 
in printing our 
newsletters and  
flyers  

 

Genealogy Hint:   

When researching a large family, order the 

death certificate for the youngest child, as this 

will list all the older siblings – this way you 

have a record for the whole family. 

 
 

 

  
The Wodonga Family History Society Inc. is a 

non-profit, incorporated group.  
The Society aims to promote and assist the 
study of Family History. 

Located in the Hyphen – Wodonga Library Gallery,       

126 Hovell Street, Wodonga.  

Contact us:         Telephone: 0493 612 797 

Email: info@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

            secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

            editor@wodonga family history.org.au 

            www.wodongafamilyhistory.org.au 

www.facebook.com/WodongaFamilyHistory/ 

 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/item/i9780859056823
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/item/i9780859056823
https://www.westernaustralia.com/au/attraction/lonely-graves-wall/6777775e348182fa0cf9808e
https://www.westernaustralia.com/au/attraction/lonely-graves-wall/6777775e348182fa0cf9808e
https://www.westernaustralia.com/au/attraction/lonely-graves-wall/6777775e348182fa0cf9808e
https://goo.gl/maps/B52a4AhtLCptodNx8
https://goo.gl/maps/B52a4AhtLCptodNx8
tel:0493612797
mailto:info@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
mailto:secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
http://www.wodongafamilyhistory.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/WodongaFamilyHistory/

