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Next meeting dates & guest

speakers:

Aug 2: New Tools of Family Search with
lan Simon from Family History, Western
Australia. Hyphen, 11am-2pm.

Aug 19: Family History month explore
our collection of books, maps and
records at Hyphen with WFHS
Guides. Hyphen, 7 pm.

Sept 16: Celebrating Fathers with
Sharon Darling Filby and lan Smith
sharing lightbulb moments. Bring along
a photo, memorabilia or story to share.
Felltimber Community Centre, 7pm.

The WFHS Research Areais open at
Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery for
members and visitors on:- Tuesdays —
1pm to 4pm; Wednesdays and Thursdays
11 to 3pm & first Saturday of the month

MEMBERS, PLEASE NOTE Membership
fees are now due. Thank you to the
members who have already renewed
their subscriptions.

Subscriptions: New members -Joining
fee $10.00 plus $30 membership fee
Annual Membership- $30.00 Part-year
membership -(join between 1st April -
30th June) $10.00 plus joining fee.
Research request - $40.00 or $5.00 for
simple check of the WFHS records. Full
transcripts of unrelated certificates $6.00

Disclaimer: The WFHS Inc. does not accept
any responsibility for opinions or accuracy of
information contained in this newsletter.
Information is reproduced for information
and educational purposes.
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Welcome to the 195 edition of the Wodonga Family History Society
newsletter. Submissions from members are always welcome.

Featured stories

This quarter includes a range of articles and information which may be of benefit
in searching your family or crafting your stories.

e On page 4 Janette outlines upcoming events - note the variety of venues,
and mix of weekend and week day events.

e One member Pamela Nicholson has written a poem honouring her
ancestors from the Isle of Skye. What an achievement! It may encourage
members to have a go at doing the same, p. 5

e Further information about immigration from the Isle of Skye and Raasay,
and their aim to collect the history of their descendants in Australia, p. 5.

e Details about the Immigration Wall at Portland which honours those
migrants who landed there with information on how to organise a plaque
if your ancestor is eligible can be found on pp 6-7.

e Following on from our ‘Using Al in genealogy workshop’ there are training
programs on getting started with Al offered by Carole McCulloch p. 8.

e Vince Aitkin tells the fascinating story of the Postal Service in the USA
during WW2, p. 8

e Followed on page 9 is a book review by Vince Convicts Lives, Mother’s
Trials and Triumphs giving in-depth stories of convict women’s lives.

e Wendy Cooksey shares a DNA discovery and meeting a 6 cousin, pp 9-10

e Pat Hopkins gives us an insight into the resources available through
reading other family history newsletters, p. 11.

e There is introductory information about searching the Huguenots who
fled to Ireland. Many went on to immigrate to Australia, p.7.

Breaking News Special General Meeting

The Wodonga Family History Society Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be
held on Tuesday 16™ September at 7pm at Felltimber Community Centre.

All committee positions will be declared vacant, and nominations will be
received for the committee positions. The Nomination Form will be available
at the WFHS Desk at Hyphen. They will also be available at the August
meeting. Nomination Forms are due to be lodged with the Society by

5t September.

A Special General Meeting (SGM) will also be held on the same evening to
adopt the 2023 Model Rules for Incorporated Associations as our governing
document. Our current version was adopted in 2013 based on the Model Rules
for Incorporated Associations applicable at the time. However, the Model
Rules have been updated since. Enquiries about the AGM, the Special General
Meeting, and Committee nominations are welcome. Our committee members
details are on the following page and also our website at this link About
Wodonga Family History Society Inc.



https://wodongafamilyhistory.org.au/about
https://wodongafamilyhistory.org.au/about

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President and Projects Officer:

Pat Hopkins

Vice President and Program Co-
ordinator:

Janette Griggs

Secretary & Public Officer: Judy
Charlton

Treasurer: Sue Jarvis

Librarian: Christine Young
Fundraising & Archives: Pamela Nulty
Publicity & Promotions: Ann Kerin

Research Officer & GSV
representative: Alice Lindsay

VAFHO representative: Ann Kerin
New Members: Julie Campbell
Newsletter Editor: Maureen Cuskelly

Committee Members: Vince Aitkin,
Sharon Darling-Filby, Julie Campbell

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

4 Access to the substantial resources in
the Society’s library

4+ Quarterly newsletter

4 Access to other family history news
through shared newsletters from other
family history groups

4 Monthly meetings with family history
tips, news and guest speakers

4 Contact with other family historians,
researchers and members who share your
interest in family history

CONTACTING US

Wodonga Family History Society Inc.
PO Box 289, Wodonga, Vic 3689

Website and links:
www.wodongafamilyhistory.org au
www.facebook.com/ WodongaFamilyHistory/
secretary@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
editor@wodongafamilyhistory.org.au
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Society News — President’s report

Hello Everybody,

Itis a dismal day outside but that is usually good news for family historians
to take time out and do research Well, that’s a lovely thought. And we can
do with the drop of rain. | cannot believe just how wonderful our society is!
Many other groups are suffering from lack of funds, finding

accommodation or from too few doing too much! Thank you for paying your
subs. We appreciate your commitment, and the committee will make every
effort to ensure you have interesting meetings and helpful advice. Of course,
we are always looking for volunteers to help at our desk at Hyphen.

Pam and Warren were responsible again for adding over 51,500 to our bank
account, allowing us to increase our investment to 5$24,000. Pam says the
nine sales held since 2020 have raised 511,000 — a magnificent effort. We
are surely indebted to Warren and his green fingers.

The first Saturday in May was a well-attended workshop presented by Carole
McCulloch on Al. This followed on from her “Exploring Al in Genealogy” talk
at our April meeting. Carole is a highly respected member of the genealogy
fraternity, has written several books and conducts online and offers in person
seminars. See https://coachcaroleonline.com/ (or tinyurl.com/10stepsAl),
We are so fortunate to have her as a member.

In June, Gail Gillis gave an update on using DNA for Genealogy. Gail is also a
DNA presenter at U3A and she will give a follow up workshop in September.
Our July meeting was held at the earlier time of 7pm and, from listening to
comments made, it was a very good decision. Many took the opportunity to
linger over supper and chat.

Judy Charlton showed a variety of ways it is possible to record your
genealogy and family history. Some paid, some online, and advice on doing it
the way you feel is right. It was interesting as many had attended the Family
Tree Maker workshop earlier in the month, but certainly there are any
number of options available. The inaugural meeting for FTM was very
successful and we owe Janette, Judy and Julie a vote of thanks for this
presentation. Many members left wishing the next meeting was more
immediate than October!

August is Family History Month. We are starting early this year with a Xmas
in July lunch. Our monthly meeting will be at Hyphen where we will show you
our resources and research area. | believe we should all make time to visit
this area because, as members, this is your resource area. It’s where
purchases have been made on your behalf and where you can seek advice or
just chat about your research. As well, you have access to FamilySearch
affiliate library and Ancestry Library edition. These web sites at our desk are
more extensive than what you can access at home.

I look forward to seeing or hearing about your progress with your research.

Best wishes Pat
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New members — Julie Campbell

We're pleased to welcome new members Vicki
Burrington, Sharon Pearl, Elizabeth Young,
Beryl Neilson & Julie Hind to WFHS. Whether
you're just starting your family history or have
been researching for years we encourage you
to join in and share your findings with other
members at our meetings and events.

Tracing your family history is very rewarding
and we hope you enjoy your experience with
us. Welcome again, we look forward to seeing
you at our meetings and at Hyphen and trust
you make the most of what we have to offer.

Scam Warning - Pat Hopkins

A warning about scam messages on
Ancestry.com through the Ancestry messaging
system:
https://www.ancestry.com.au/messaging The
message reads:

“Hi there... | hope this message finds you
well. Please accept my apologies if this
reaches you unexpectantly — it was never
my intention to intrude... .”

If you receive one of these messages, click the
three dots next to the sender’s name or at the
top of the message. (May require a different
action in alternative software) . A drop down
will appear — select “Block sender”.

Unfortunately, there is no easy way to report
scams through Ancestry, but you can email
mediarelations@ancestry.com.au to notify
them. Remember: Never respond to messages
that seem suspicious. When in doubt, do a
quick Google search or ask for a second
opinion. (Source: p4 Christine Collins “Family
History Connections No 162 June 2025")

Genealogy tip

Keep a record of all the name variations of
family members as you come across them in
your searches. This will help you search
variations in census records and the like.

Borderline News

Projects update: Pat Hopkins

There is an extensive list of cemetery records
held in our library in hard copy and on the
computer. It is difficult to keep up to date with
recent burials so contacting the local
cemetery trust in a particular region is
advisable. A list of Australian cemeteries can
be found at https://www.austcemindex.com/

However, we have added Lethbridge Vic and
Part 2 of the Lost Souls of Albury.

Family Search has a section under Search for
cemeteries so you can search worldwide

for your deceased relative. It might be wise to
check the Research Wiki to see if records

are available first.

We used the Catalogue and entered Stanley
Vic and discovered the old card records for
interments on microfilm. You must be at
Hyphen or an affiliate library to view them, but
it is another hidden gem. On the same film
there were records for Springhurst and
Beechworth. A problem for future
genealogists! Of the 128,500 people that die
each year in Australia, 54 per cent are
cremated - this figure is increasing by half a per
cent each year. Many of these remains are not
taken to cemeteries but the ashes are spread
far and wide or even kept at home. There will
be fewer reasons for a cemetery visit.
(https://australian.museum/about/history/).

An article featured in the black sheep issue
No125 p8-13 titled “Queenborough
Cemetery — the largest single exhumation
project in Australia” written by Ellen Coulter
an ABC reporter - “archaeologists have
completed the largest mass exhumation in
Australian history from an old cemetery under
the Hutchins School in Hobart,

Tasmania. But how did no-one know that
almost 2,000 bodies that were believed to
have been moved from the old cemetery were
still there?” A very interesting article.
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Program and events — Janette Griggs
August is National Family History Month
Explore the new tools of Familysearch.org
Saturday 2nd August 2025

Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery 11am to
2pm

Join lan Simon from Family History Western
Australia who will show us how to go beyond
basic research with the newly upgraded
Familysearch.org With Al-powered
transcription and indexing, it’s now easier than
ever to uncover your family’s past—on both
computers and smartphones. If you've used

Familysearch before, get ready to see just how
much further it can take you now!

Tuesday 19th August 2025
Hyphen - Wodonga Library Gallery 7.00pm

Introduction to and explore our resources
— the perfect time to explore your family’s
past! Join us for our monthly meeting and
discover the value of belonging to a Family
History Society. Whether you're just starting
out or have been researching for years, come
and see the wide range of resources we offer
— books, maps, local records and documents,
and expert guidance to help you uncover your
family's story. Everyone is welcome.

21st Aug Big day out — Journey to Jindera
Meet at the Jindera Pioneer Museum — 118
Urana Street, Jindera at 10.30am; S55 cost
includes entry & two- course luncheon. Enjoy a
guided “walk and talk” of the Pioneer
Cemetery. RSVP by 8™ August and pre-
payment essential.

September

Members’ Showcase and Stories —
“Celebrating Fathers” and our AGM
Tuesday 16th September 2025
Felltimber Community Centre 7.00pm -

Join us for a special session where we focus on
the fathers in our family histories. Bring along
a story, photo, or discovery you've made about
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a father/father figure in your family tree. This
is part two of the earlier “Look What We
Found” event and continues the journey of
sharing surprises and special finds. We also
welcome lan Smith and Sharon Darling-Filby,
who will share their own lightbulb moments —
interesting finds that enhanced their family
history.

Practice Using Your DNA Results — Hands-
On Practical Workshop

Saturday 6th September 2025

Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery

1lam to 2pm

Join us for this follow-up session with Gail Gillis
to explore your DNA results and take the next
steps in your research. And don’t forget— Our
research area will also be open with help from
our friendly volunteers.

October
Family Tree Maker User Group — Session 2
Saturday 4th October 2025. 11am to 3pm

Hyphen Wodonga Library Gallery

Join the Family Tree Maker User Group and
put your skills into practice in a fun, supportive
environment. Share tips, get help from others,
handouts and expert advice—are just a few of
the benefits of being part of the group.

Also our research area will be open to explore
resources like Ancestry and FamilySearch, with
help from our friendly volunteers.

Final Farewells: Rituals and Symbols of
Mourning
Tuesday 21st October 2025

Felltimber Community Centre 7.00pm

Join Pat Hopkins and Janette Griggs as they
explore the traditions, superstitions, and
cultural practices surrounding death. From
funeral preparations and cemetery symbolism
to the wake, memorials, and the family’s
journey throughout mourning, this session will
uncover how these rituals have shaped our
family history.


https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=14714ba8379f4fb659346657a0c06358b6442473c7dd337fbbb83664170df25dJmltdHM9MTc0NjIzMDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=11910b16-9743-69b5-3cf1-1fb396716880&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuaHlwaGVud29kb25nYS5jb20uYXUlMmYmc291cmNlPXNlcnAtbG9jYWwmaD1hRFJJRFBRYVlLVG9uWXRPNER2UmVnOWclMmI4ZnpFJTJmTzhjazhtMGFDVzBrMCUzZCZwPWx3X2didCZpZz1DQ0FCMUIwQUMwNUQ0NkFEOEE2MUQ2OUNFMEI4RjUzRSZ5cGlkPVlOMzcyNHgxODQ0MjM2MDkwMTg2Mzk2Mjgz&ntb=1

Ancestor Poem — in honour

Crofters we were,
On the Isle of Skye in the Scottish Highlands,
On Lord McDonalds estate, content we were
tending our croft,

Cotton mills, looms, machinery, wealth, profit,
industrialisation

Like thousands of others, we were driven off
our croft,

Evicted, abandoned, homeless we were,

We set sail on the ‘Edward Johnstone’ in 1854
to a land far beyond the horizon,

Recorded as Passengers 169 to 172 we were,
Angus Nicolson 32, Janet 30, Mary 2 years and
a wee infant of six months John,

For 78 days we sailed the forever changing

seas,

To a land that promised survival, hope, new

life

Our descendants now live upon that land,

Our hardship in life, the decisions we made

Have made for a better life for those to come.
By Pamela Nicholson — a grateful
descendant.

Arrival of the Edward Johnstone 4

Sep 1854

The "Edward Johnstone" sailed with 354
Highlanders 80 families from Raasay, Coll and
the Isle of Skye. The trip was part of an
assisted immigration scheme. The Edward
Johnstone, commanded by Captain Thomas
Lewin, of 997 tons, sailed 17 June 1854 arrived

3 Sept 1854 after 78 days.
(https://www.swvic.au/shipping.htm)

The Portland newspaper records the arrival of
the Edward Johnstone into Portland Bay:

‘The Emigrant ship from Liverpool,
commanded by Captain Thomas Lewis arrived
yesterday having made the passage 76 days from
that port and 70 days from the channel. She
brings 356 emigrants under the charge of Dr.
North. The deaths, on the passage were only two,

Borderline News

both infants. There were two births. The Arabian
emigrant ship to this port from Liverpool had
sailed 14 days before the Edward Johnstone. The
day of sailing of the latter was the 18" June. She
... brings papers only to the 18%. These
nevertheless furnishes us with European news a
few days’ later than has otherwise arrived in
these colonies. The Edward Johnstone is
consigned to A. R. Cruikshank & Co.” Source:
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article71570855

Isle of Skye and Migration

By 1854, when Pamela’s family migrated the
Isle of Skye was suffering from the effects of
the Highland Clearances, famine-related
poverty, lack of employment options and
housing. Many people became destitute as
landlords found
using their land
for sheep farming
more profitable
than agriculture.
Consequently,
they no longer
required tenants
as workers. With
few options the
landlords
encouraged (orin
some cases)
coerced their tenants to emigrate. In
response, a voluntary organisation, the
Highland and Island Emigration Society,
established in 1852, the aim to promote and
assist Highlanders to emigrate ending up

assisting almost 5,000 to leave the shores of
Skye for Australia.

At the time, Australia was keen to accept the
migrants, and set selection standards based on
what the labour market required.

Adults had to be ‘in good health free from all
bodily and mental defects’. And the adults
‘must in all respects be capable of labour and
going out to work for wages. Preference was
given to fit working men and large families ‘in
which there is a preponderance of females.
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No doubt the intention was to ‘marry and
breed’ in the colony. Source:
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

Isle of Skye Descendants

Skye Roots is gathering information
about Skye-born people who moved
away from the island to elsewhere
...The aim of this ambitious, long-term
undertaking is to identify and trace the
people and families who left. As this
part of the Skye Roots database grows,
it could lead to a better understanding
of Skye’s history, and may be thought of
as Skye’s history ‘coming home’.

Does anyone else have family history on the
Isle of Skye or the Island of Raasay? Skye
Roots is an online website and research service
which offers an ‘affordable way to expand your
understanding of your own or a friend or
relative’s family tree’.

In addition, they are collecting information
about the descendants of Highlanders from
the Isle of Skye/and or Raasay. They are keen
to hear from you - if this includes you or your
family. If you would like them to undertake
research on your behalf or you have
information about the descendants of Skye or
Raasay there is an easy to complete form on
their website. For more information see:
https://skye-roots.co.uk/

Portland Immigration Wall —
by Maureen Cuskelly

The Portland Immigration Wall in Portland,
Victoria, Australia, is a memorial wall
dedicated to commemorating the early
European settlers who arrived at the port
between 1851 and 1857. Specifically, it
honours those who arrived on ships carrying
assisted migrants and those who jumped ship

upon arrival. Pamela’s family qualify as the
"Edward Johnstone" berthed in Portland.

The wall, located on the "Ploughed Field,"
along the shore line is a curved structure with
plagues bearing the names and details of the
immigrants.

Descendants of the immigrants whose first
step on Australian soil occurred at Portland are
invited to create a plaque and arrange the
installation on the wall through the Portland
Family History Centre (PFHC). The wall serves
as a tribute to the early settlers and a way for
their descendants to honour their ancestors'
arrival in Australia.

Portland is considered "Victoria's Birthplace"
due to the establishment of the first
permanent European settlement in Victoria in
1834. The settlement developed into a major
regional port and played a significant role in
the transportation of goods and wool. The
Gold Rush era in the 1850s further boosted
Portland's prosperity with the arrival of
numerous immigrant ships. This boosted the
population and growth.

THIRTY SEVEN SHIPS CARRYING ASSISTED
MIGRANTS ARRIVED AT PORTLAND BETWEEN 1851
AND 1857. A FEW MIGRANTS ARRIVED ON THE
FRANCIS HENTY AND THE CORNELIUS AND A FEW
OTHERS JUMPED SHIP AT PORTLAND. THESE
QUALIFY, HOWEVER PROOF NEEDS TO BE
PROVIDED (Glenelg Shire)

Labour was needed for the developing area
and many convicts, on receiving their Ticket of
Leave, relocated from Tasmania to the
Portland area. (Convicts in these circumstances
do not qualify to be honoured on the
Immigration Wall as their first port of arrival
was not Portland).
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Personal Story

My great-great grandfather, Thomas Browning
was one such convict who received his ticket of
leave. Of good conduct, he was given approval
to leave Tasmania to settle in Portland. He
most likely travelled on a small schooner or
brig as the smaller vessels travelling between
the ports advertised for passengers.

“PASSAGE TO PORTLAND — The schooner
Henry will sail for Portland Bay on
Wednesday next. Cabin fare: £5, deck: £3.” —
Hobart Town Courier, 1851 (Trove .

As this was Thomas Browning’s second port of
entry to the colony, he did not qualify for the
Immigration wall, however, he later married a
young woman, Emma Sharpe (aged 19), newly
arrived from England with her two sisters and
brother whose first foot on Australian soil was
Portland.

IROWNING EAWSONS

Hrrey Frigfand

Image 1: Sharpe-Browning plaque at Immigration
Wall, Portland. Author’s collection, 23 May 2023.

As Emma Sharpe qualified both of their details
are listed on a plaque installed by their
descendants from Armidale, NSW (shown
above). The Browning family inscribed a more
detailed history including births, deaths and
marriage date and names of the nine surviving
children, although most plaques simply record
the family’s names, ship, and arrival date and
descendants’ names.

Borderline News

Image 2: Portland Immigration Wall, Peter Collicoat

standing, author’s collection, 23 May 2023.
How to apply for a plaque

Interested descendants may commission and
pay for a plaque. In addition, you can arrange
to attend an unveiling requisite with a flag of
their descendant’s nation. (Flags available for
S5 hire at the PFHC)

After researching your ancestor’s arrival date
and ship details, and port of arrival you can
apply through Portland Family History House
for permission to organise a plaque with your
ancestor’s details. Evidence of their arrival at
Portland Bay will be required.

A brochure outlining the regulations, process
and costs can be viewed at
https://www.glenelg.vic.gov.au/Discover-Our-
Shire/Arts-and-Culture/Immigration-Wall-at-
Portland. Initial enquires can be made at
History House, Portland, Tel: (03) 4508 4218

Need a translator for family history?
Up to 210 languages are listed as available for
translation on Google translate

https://translate.google.com/ Fast, easy voice

and handwriting input but maybe less accurate
for historical or archaic text.

Deepl Translator
https://www.deepl.com/translator Fewer than

Google but more suitable for Eurpoean
languages.
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The 6888th Central Postal Directory

Battalion — Vince Aitkin

In the United States of America (USA), during
World War 2, there was a severe shortage of
soldiers who were able to manage the postal
service for the USA Army in its overseas
locations. The Army was very concerned that
undelivered letters were not reaching the
troops with disastrous effects on troop morale.

In 1944, a Mary McLeod Bethune worked to
gain the support of the first lady, Eleanor
Roosevelt, to create a component of black
women to contribute to the war effort. This
led to the creation of what was known as the
“6888'" Central Postal Directory Battalion”
which comprised essentially 855 black and
multi- ethnic women led by Major Charity
Adams.

They were organised into five companies and
worked as postal clerks, but others were
cooks, mechanics and other support positions
so that the “6888" was a self-supporting unit.
Initially, they were relocated to Scotland
where they were faced with the task of sorting
tens of millions of postal items, letters parcels
etc, that for one reason or another had not
been delivered to US troops stationed in the
UK or elsewhere in Europe. These women
established systems for identifying the
recipients and were responsible for the
delivery of them to locations where troops
served.

The backlog was enormous, and they steadily
worked through and sorted out the mess.
They later worked in other theatres of war
sorting out mail delivery bottlenecks.

Their story is a fascinating one and too long to
re-tell all here. We refer interested readers to
the following web sites where this story is told
at length.
https://www.womenofthe6888th.org/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2 0HZ
Mv2dA

Borderline News

References:

Flash, Oprah; Johnston, Amy (2023-07-05). "Six
Triple Eight: The battalion of black women erased
from history". BBC News. Retrieved 2023-07-05.

2017-24 Buffalo Soldier Educational and Historical
Committee, Women of the 6888th viewed 10 April
2025, https://www.womenofthe6888th.org/

Family History Writer's Al Toolbox
$7.00 Available as a Digital download

Are you struggling to keep your genealogy
writing organized and inspired? Discover the
Family History Writer’s Al Toolbox approach -
the ultimate solution for storytellers seeking to
blend research with creativity and Al!
Download here:
https://coachcaroleonline.thinkific.com/produ
cts/digital downloads/writersaitoolbox

Invitation to enrol in Beyond the Pen:
Using A1l to Transform Ancestral
Storytelling — enrolment available
here:

https://coachcaroleonline.thinkific.co
m/courses/beyond-the-pen

‘Al in Genealogy’ Resources and

training - Carole McCulloch, from the

desk of the Essential Genealogist
Genealogy Al Integration Guide
https://coachcaroleonline.thinkific.com/produ
cts/digital downloads/ai-genealogy-guide-1

Essential Genealogy 2.0 YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/@essentialgenealo

gy2.0

Find free resources and courses here:
https://coachcaroleonline.thinkific.com/collect
ions/free

Keep in touch with Carole here:
https://linktr.ee/coachcarole
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Book Review — Convict Lives

Mother’s Trials and Triumphs
it — Vince Aitkin

Convict Lives

Mothers’ trials and triumphs

Introduction

Convict Women'’s
Press is a Not-
for-Profit group
based in Hobart
Tasmania who
facilitate
publication of the wealth of research emerging
from The Female Convicts Research Centre in
Tasmania. Their latest publication in the
Convict Lives series is titled “Convict Lives
Mother’s Trials and Triumphs’ and is about
Tasmanian female transported convicts and
their children who accompanied them and
sometimes born after arrival. The work
comprises a collection of 25 individual well
researched stories recently written by various
authors.

Female convicts’ stories

The stories describe the convicts offending and
trials in England, their journey to Van Diemen’s
Land, of their time and their children’s
experiences in incarceration at the Hobart
Women'’s Cascade factory and other such
institutions throughout the state. The stories
reflect on the sorrowful forced disconnection
of mothers from their children and the poor
treatment they all experienced at the hands of
the authorities and sometimes of those to
whom they were assigned.

Personal Story

My cousin Christine Leonard writes a story
about our convict relative Ann Simmons,
whose daughter Mary married our Great-
great-great Scottish grandfather who was a
brewer and trader in Hobart and Launceston
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before fleeing to Sydney under a cloud. Each
story has something to tell, and readers will
easily engage with and enjoy this history rich
collection of tales about real women and their
children who suffered under a system we find
difficult to understand today. Most of the
authors are Tasmanian based. The book is
supported by brief descriptions of the
contributing authors, an excellent glossary,
bibliography and an index.

This 196-page edition is edited by Alison
Alexander and Ross Escott and published by
Convicts Women'’s Press Inc in Hobart. |
commend this publication to you — it’s packed
full of informative Copies can be purchased
online at info@convicwomenspress.com.au

My DNA Connection -Wendy Cooksey

A few years ago, | was given an Ancestry DNA
test kit as a gift. | duly did the test and sent it
off for analysis. As with most people, | had
many hits, mostly people who did not reply to
my messages or had no information and
wanted me to work out our connection. |
didn’t look beyond fourth cousins as | thought
it would become overwhelming to work out
connections any further back. Then | received
a message from Rhonda Thomson, nee Solly,
who had been identified by Ancestry as

my sixth cousin.

She was quite excited, as she had worked at
Uncle Toby’s with a lady and her two
daughters. The lady’s maiden name was
Cooksey. This lady was from Mansfield, not
that far distant from Rutherglen where Rhonda
lived. It turned out that the lady in question
was my late husband’s sister, Irene, who had
passed away some years earlier. One of Irene’s
daughters still worked at Uncle Toby’s, and
knew Rhonda well. She told me that Rhonda
was a fun co-worker who brightened dull
moments at the factory, particularly on night
shift.
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Rhonda was not deterred by the fact that we
were apparently sixth cousins, or that the
name on Ancestry was not my maiden name.

She asked if | minded if she visited me to
discuss our family history. This was in 2020
during the early months of COVID19. | agreed.
She had an appointment the following week
and would call in afterwards.

When she arrived, | was a little surprised that
she wore a clear plastic cover over her clothes
along with mask and gloves. Being only a few
months into the COVID19 pandemic when we
were receiving daily announcements about
deaths and hospitalisations, | understood the
desire to protect her health. | later learned
that she had just come from a cancer
treatment session, so her actions were
understandable, due to her compromised
immune system.

Relationship Calculator

Calculate relationship between

|Wendy Sally Joyce BERES FORD-:

Birth - 06 Aug 1941in
Southport, Lancashire, England

bl

S Switcl

[Rhonda Gael Solly

Birth - 1956 in Horsham,
Victoria, Australia

-l

Relationship (1)
Rhonda Gael Solly is

6th cousin

of Wendy Sally Joyce BERESFORD

Image 1: Family Tree Maker, author’s family tree

We discussed our connection. | told her about
our convict ancestor, Hannah Ryles. Although
Rhonda had done a considerable amount of
research, including some Ryles names, she did
not have Hannah on her tree. | gave her
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information, including Hannah’s will, and
arranged to send her everything | had on my
research that may have connected to her. She
was quite excited about the prospect of
working out our actual connection.

Nearest common relative(s)
John Ryles and Blizabeth Astin

Mamage - 17 Sep 1761 in Norton in The Moors

Image 2: Family Tree Maker, author’s family tree

A couple of weeks later Rhonda sent me her
workings on how we connected—she had
done quite a bit of detective work to ensure
everything was correct. She had found where
our Hannah’s daughter had gone after her
Mum had passed away, | put all of Rhonda’s
information into Family Tree Maker and our
sixth cousin relationship was confirmed.

We exchanged many emails, phone calls and
messaged on Facebook Messenger over the
next few months. Then one day Rhonda visited
again, this time sans protective gear. She had
just been given the all clear from the doctor.
She was keen to know how to find a Victorian
will. | showed her how to use PROV (Public
Records of Victoria) website and | printed out a
copy of the particular will she wanted. Also,
Rhonda had been to Bunnings and stocked up
on items for gardening. She showed me her
purchases and her lovely new car. She was
truly on top of the world.

Two days later, on 2nd April 2021, Rhonda
passed away in her sleep. Uncle Toby’s, where
she had worked, closed to allow staff to attend
her funeral. | am pleased | used my married
name, and not a pseudonym or my maiden
name on Ancestry or | would never have had
the pleasure of knowing Rhonda.

“We ARE not MAKERS of HISTORY we are
MADE of HISTORY — Martin Luther King"
(https://www.shmoop.com/quotes/not-makers-of-
history-made-by-history.html)
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What can Family History newsletters

tell us: Pat Hopkins

In the May issue, Judy detailed a list of the
newsletters we currently receive from other
family history societies. These are available to
read at Hyphen. Here are some gems from
recent ones:- members may be interested in
reading about the background to the SBS
programme “The Secret DNA of Us”, which
featured Bairnsdale. The article, titled “Behind
the Scenes at Bairnsdale” written by Debra
Squires, starts with “It was just over two years
from first contact to screening, but in what was
a world first, The Secret DNA of US series
proved that en masse DNA testing of
communities can reveal much about the history
of a place and the residents.” (Black Sheep No
127, June 2025).

In the same issue, the article “Gippsland sent
horses as well as men to the Great War” by
EGFHG member Beatrice Taylor. She looks at
the history of the horses that were sent from
Gippsland to the front during World War I, and
ultimately what happened to these trusted
steeds. This article is an interesting addition to
our story on the Chauvel horse ride earlier this
year.

In the Murrumbidgee Ancestor, Wagga Wagga
& District Family History Society journal, June
2025, there are two articles of interest “My
Huguenot Ancestor” written by Diana Thomson
as a follow on to our February meeting. She
writes “One of my thirty-two 4xgreat-
grandparents, Elizabeth Reynells, descended
from Huguenots who settled in Dublin, Ireland.
The fact that she is six generations removed
from me does make my Huguenot ancestry
somewhat diluted. The information relating to
her life ... comes from different English cousins
and, in particular, from a family history by
Robert Colquhoun, a 4th cousin”.

There is also an article in the same issue about
the Dallinger family of Albury (Neil Dallinger)
that | am happy to recommend.
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Descendancy Research Idea

Jessica Rea (Your DNA Guide) suggests a
descendant may be available as a ‘test target’
to unravel a DNA connection, from which you
can then work backwards to find an unknown
ancestor such as a great grandparent. This can
be helpful when an ancestor’s parentage is
unclear. See her blog for research tips:

https://www.yourdnaguide.com/ydgblog/des
cendancy-research

Brick wall? use electoral rolls to find the
address of your ancestor, then search the
address in Trove and council notices. This can
often lead to identification of variations of the
person’s name, appearances as witnesses in
court, bankruptcy notices or family tragedies,
all of which can build the family story.

The Irish Huguenots At our April meeting
we learned of the Huguenots history.
Members may be interested to know that
many Huguenots fled persecution in France
and escaped to Ireland. From there many
immigrated to Australia. For more information
about the Irish Huguenots see:

https://huguenotsinireland.com/?page id=15

.com/ydgblog/descendancy-research

Huguenot Society The Huguenot Society
of Australia holds regular lectures and social
events, in Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne.
For more information see
www.huguenotsaustralia.org.au, visit the
Facebook page, or contact Robert Nash,
Secretary, PO Box 184, Newtown NSW 2042

WFHS Sponsor

BRANDJAM

CREATIVE. We thank
Katie for her support

in the printing and
design of our newsletter.
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